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Pee ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BANK 
323 MILL STREET, N.E. 
EB VIENNA, VA 221380 


eae 703 * 938 - 3350 


Maryland-DC-Virginia's Leading Radio Center: 
Amateur, Shortwave and Commercial 2-way 
equipment and accessories! 


Complete "Factory Authorized" service center 
Consignment Equipment Corner for your unwanted radios 
Live equipment demos let you kick the tires before you buy 
Come by and see the latest equipment and demos 
Knowledgeable counter staffers (100% Ham) _ genes 
Competitive pricing & In-Store Specials 

Over 200 Book Titles in our "Book Nook" 


Extended warranties available on all products |) 
Clean trade-ins accepted | 


Authorized Sales & Service: 
Alinco, Icom, Kenwood, AOR, Yaesu, 
AEA, Daiwa, Bird, Emoto, Create, 
Cushcraft, Astron, Sony, Lowe, Drake, 
and much, much more 

You name it, we got it! panne 

STORE HOURS: ra 
9am-5pm Monday thru Friday 
(Open 9am-9pm Thursday) 
10am-4pm Saturday 


166 12 MILES WEST FROM WASIINGTON DC 


We Accept: [VISA] [MIC [DISC] [CASH] [CHECKS] 


We Ship: Federal Express - UPS - U.S. Mail 
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MEMBER CLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 


Amateur Radio Research and Development Corp. 


AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 
Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 
ARINC Amateur Radio Club 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club 
_ Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 
___ Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 
Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 
Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
~~ Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
___D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
___ Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 
Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 
Friendship Amateur Radio Club 
_. Goddard Amateur Radio Club 
-. Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Herndon Repeater Group 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 
: Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 
~__ Laurel Amateur Radio Club 
Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
« MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 
’ Maryland FM Association 
‘3 Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
q j Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
4 Metropolitan Communications Network 
| Metiovision Amateur TV Club 
Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
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Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 

Baltimore Chapter #20 

Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 

Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 

Vic Clark Chapter #91 

Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Springfield Estates Elementary School-ARC 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Page 3 


hington, WE 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 
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(301) 249-6544 


Executive Vice President................seesesss Al Brown, WA3FYZ 
¢ (301) 490-3188 
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(301) 249-2609 
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(703) 971-3905 
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(301) 927-1797 
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(301) 577-6659 
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Editor Doug Allen, N3FHM 
(410) 437-6258 
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contributions are welcomed, but the editor does reserve 
the right to edit or reject any portion of any copy. 


AUTO-CALL Copyright 1992 Permission is granted by 
FAR to reprint from this publication provided credit is 


given. 


AUTO-CALL is published monthly as the Official Journal 
of the Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. Comments 
made by columnists do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Foundation. No effort is made to investigate 
advertisers, therefore no warranty can be applied. 
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a total circulation of over 2,000. Copies are sold at local 
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class nonprofit matter at the Post Office at Arlington, 
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COMING EVENTS 


*Feb. 19 Cumberland County Winter Hamfest, Camp Hill, PA. 
‘Feb. 25: Appalacian ARC Group Hamfest, Lebannon, PA. 
Feb. 26 Vienna Winterfest, Vienna, VA. 
_ Mar. 2-18 STS-67, SAREX Flight with WA4SIR 
*Mar. 18-19 Mecklenburg ARS, Charlotte, N.C. 
Mar. 19 Local AMSAT Semiannual Meeting 
*Mar. 12 York Springfest, York, PA. 
* Mar. 19 Two Rivers ARC, Monroeville, PA. 
Mar. 25-26 Greater Baltimore Hamboree, Timonium, MD. 
*Apr. 1 Appalacian, Lebabon, PA. 
*Apr. 2 Chesapeake ARS, Virginia Beach, VA. 
Apr. 9 Palm Sunday 
Apr. 10 Penn-Del ARC Hamfest, New Castle, DE. 
Apr. 16 Easter Sunday 
*Apr. 23 Carroll County 
*Apr. 28-30 May Dayton Hamvention, Dayton, OH. 
*Apr. 30 Kent Island Hamfest, Grasonville, MD. 
*May 7 FAR/QCWA Annual Spring Banquet, Greenbelt, MD. 
May 7 Warminister ARC, Wrightstown, PA. 
May 6-7 Greenville, N.C., Hamfest 
*May 14 Roanoke Valley Hamfest, Vinton (Roanoke) VA. 
May 14 Mother’s Day 
May 14 Armed Forces Day 
May 14 Triple States RAC, Wheeling, W.VA. 
May 19-21 Atlantic Dic/N.Y. State Convention, Rochester, NY. 
*May 21 Great Hagerstown MD. Hamfest 
*May 28 


Maryland FM Assn. Hamfest, Howard Co. Fairgrounds 


*Dates Not Confirmed 


ij 
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The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. meets at 8: p.m. on the 


second Wednesday of each month. 
Visitors are always welcome 


The next meeting will be held on February 8 in Tokoma Park, Maryland 


Columbia Union College, Science Building Auditorium, Flower Avenue 
(Take beltway exit 30 South on Colesville Road to 
FranklinAvenue, East on Franklin to Flower, South to the college) 


Talk-in on 147.18 
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FCC HILIGHTS 
By Jack Kelleher, W4ZC 


Spectrum Auctions Continue 


The second round of spectrum auctions, which began in early December 1994, is the subject 
of an article in the December 15 issue of The WSYI Report (“FCC Auctions of Spectrum for PCS 
Services”), which is the basis for some of the following. 


The FCC has begun its massive sale of spectrum that wil be used to construct and operate 
the next generation of cellular telephone systems. The first, narrow-band auction of licenses to 
provide two-way paging and interactive television raised more than $1 billion this past summer. 
Initially the current wide-band auction was expected ‘to raise some $10 billion: for the U.S. 
Treasury. Now we are seeing figures like $15 billion. Just how much the final figure will be is 
anybody s guess, but as of December 9th, after the first week of bidding, the total of bids was 
about $750 million. 


The number of licenses may be between 2,000 and 2,500, in more than 500 major and basic 
trading areas. Frequency-wise, these licensees must operate in bands allocated to the land mo- 
bile service and the associated mobile-satellite service. The total width of the bands allocated to 
these services, between about 800 and 2500 MHz, is on the order of 400 MHz. More space for 
these services was allocated or earmarked in ITU Region 2, at WARC-92; and still more frequen- 
cies may become available as a consequence of the ongoing effort to transfer 200 MHz from 
Government to non-Government use. 


FCC Reorganization Implemented 


Effective December 1st, the FCC’s Private Radio Bureau became the Wireless Telecommu- 
nications Bureau, which will handle FCC domestic wireless telecommunications programs and 
policies except those involving satellite communications. The Bureau also will serve as the 
Commission s principal policy and administrative resource concerning spectrum auctions. 


Regina M. Keeney is Chief of the new Bureau, with Ralph A. Haller and Gerald PR. Vaughan 
as Deputy Bureau Chiefs. Both of Keeney’s parents are licensed Amateur Radio operators. Her 
father, John Markey, W2AAW, said “Gina grew up with Amateur Radio in the house. We are an 
enthusiastic ham family. I often show her QST, and especially the “Happenings” column, when 
she visits”. 


The Wireless Telecommunications Bureaeu will have seven divisions, two of which will be 
concerned with Amateur matters. 


The Private Radio Division will handle rule making and regulatory matters concerning 
Public Safety, Industrial, Land Transportation and other private mobile radio services, Aviation, 
Marine, Amateur, Interactive Video Data Service (IVDS), broadcast auxiliary service, Personal 
Radio Services, point-to-point microwave, antenna tower clearance, and the radio operator ex- 
amination program. Additionally, this Division will project demand for existing and possible 
new communications requirements and services. 
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There will be no branches or Branch Chiefs within the division. Robert H. McNamara 
heads the new Private Radio Division, with Herbert W. Zeiler as Deputy. Staffers include John 
B. Johnston, Kathryn Hosford, Monty J. DePont and Robert James. 


The Licensing Division will oversee the processing of applications and licensing of Special- 
ized Mobile Radio, paging, Private Land Mobile, Private and Common Carrier Microwave, 
Broadcast Auxiliary, amateur radio, IVDS, aviation and marine and General Mobile Radio Ser- 
vices. 


Status of Tandy's proposed Family Radio Service 


Several months ago the Radio Shack Divisiion of Tandy Corporation filed a Petition for 
Rule Making (RM-8499) for a new unregulated and unlicensed Family Radio Service (FRS), 
using frequencies in the General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) bands at 462 and 467 MHz. 
(See Autocall September 1994). 


The proposed new service would use half-watt narrowband FM transceivers which can 
operate on flashlight battery power. Tandy/Radio Shack is already testing GMRS unlicensed 
FRS communications in some markets under an FCC Special Temporary Authorization. 


Formal comments and reply comments on RM-8499 came from two areas, GMRS users 
and the commercial sector. 


The GMRS users community opposed the FRS proposal. Their position was that mixing 
licensed and unlicensed operators on the same frequency will not work: harmful interference 
will be caused to existing GMRS operations; The current professional quality GMRS will 
deteriorate into consumer-grade communications ; the primary interest of Tandy (and other 
commercial interests) is to sell a ton of cheap radios without regard to the consequences. 


Comments from the commercial sector were unanimously in favor of a Family Radio Ser- 
vice. 


Motorola noted recent Congressional authorization to de-license GMRS. They suggested 
that FRS be given co-primary status. Motorola believes that opposition to the FRS is due the 
desire of GMRS users to keep their numbers low. They (Motorola) feel that the FCC should be 
seeking regulatory policies that encourage the widespreasd use of radio. 


The Mobile and Personal Communications Division of theTelecommunications Industry 
Association believes that the FRS would have broad market appeal, but only if it were an unli- 
censed service. 


Tandy contended in its reply comments that the American public has long needed conve- 
nient, high quality, short range communicaions which is (sic) currently unavailable. 


Uniden agreed with Motorola and Tandy that FRS would be a broadly popular service. 
They do not feel that low cost, low quality radios would overrun the spectrum, nor would FRS 
cause interference to current GMRS users. 
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According to the WSYI Report, the FCC will now have to decide whether to go forward 
with a Notice of Proposed Rule Making, or dismiss the proceeding. WSYI foresees that the 
Commission could also issue a broad-based inquiry into the need for a short-range unlicensed 
public communication service. Action is not expected before the spring of 1995. 


Status of Vanity Call Signs 


The ARRL Letter for December 14, 1994 reports that the FCC Authorization Act that 
would have converted an annual regulatory fee for Amateur Radio “vanity” call signs to a one- 
time appplication fee failed to pass in the last session of Congress. The bill, H.R. 4522, passed 
the House but failed in the Senate despite a concerted last-ditch effort by ARRL to have the bill 
considered during the lame duck session. Broadcasting and Cable magazine attributed the bill's 
defeat to opposition to unrelated provisions by the National Association of Broadcasters. The 
FCC now is expected to introduce a “vanity” call sign program with a $70 fee renewable every 
ten years. 


Westlink Report says don t look for any action until the second quarter of 1995. They 
speculate that the Commission will probably announce its decision the last weekend in April — 
perhaps at the Dayton Hamvention Forum. 


Commercial License Examinations 


For those interested in this subject, there is a four-page report, in The W5YI Report for 
December 1st, concerning a meeting between the FCC and representatives of all nine COLE 
(Commercial Operator License Examination) Managers on November 18th. 


CD-ROMs 


An excellent story entitled “CD-ROMs for the Radio Amateur” appears in the fall 1994 
issue of Communications Quarterly magazine, published by CQ magazine. 


Morse Code Update 


We have been following and reporting on the activities of ORACLE, and on an NZART 
(New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters) study of the matter. NZART’s position was 
communicated to the NZ Minister of Communications in a letter which stated in part: 


“It is therefore suggested that the New Zealand position on Article 32 and RR2735 of the 
ITU Radio Regulations at coming conferences of the ITU should be: 

1. To not actively seek any change to the current text of Article 32 or to RR2735 at this 
time; 

2. To support NO CHANGE (NOC) to the text of Article 32 and to RR2735 should this 
subject arise during the proceedings of an ITU conference, and 

3. To review this position at such time when future technical developments can provide an 
alternative means to ensuring intercommunication on the limited HF spectrum allocated to the 
Amateur Service, or when increased HF spectrum for the Amateur Service should become avail- 
able “Your confirmation of this as the New Zealand position would be appreciated.” 
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Mr. Williamson, the Minister of Communications, replied as follows: 
“Dear Mr. Meachen, 


Thank you for your letter of September 19th and the additional information with respect 
to the Morse code and amateur radio. 


While I acknowledge the stance taken by your International Amateur Radio Union mem- 
bers, and the New Zealand society, on the question of the retention of the Morse code require- 
ments, I am of the view that it would be unwise to adopt the three very precise positions which 
you postulate. 


I am advised, and believe, that the amateur service worldwide is a progressive body of 
enthusiasts, who look to the future for self-training, intercommunication and technical investi- 
gation. To adopt a rigid stance on the matter of the value, or indeed, in the opinion of some, the 
low value of Morse code as a means of intercommunication is, in my opinion, contrary to the 
progressive nature of the hobby. | 


Having said that, I can give you an assurance that New Zealand will not actively make 
proposals for changes to the International Radio Regulations, as they affect the amateur service, 
until such time as there is evidence of significant opinion here in New Zealand, and or overseas, 
to support modification of Article 32.” 


(Ed: The foregoing is based on an article in the December 1, 1994 issue of the W5YI Report 
— which also contains a lengthy response by ORACLE to the NZART statement. It’s obvious 
from these developments that "It ain t over until the fat lady sings". Meanwhile, keep in mind 
that elimination of the requirement for Morse code is not the same as proscription.) 


ELECTRONIC ONE-STOP 


Crofton Station Shopping Center 
Rt. 424 & Rt. 3 - Crofton, Maryland 


New Home Of The 
rT iT 
‘ CELLULAR PHONE STORE 
o en Car Phones « Transportables « Hand Helds 
cea Cellular Telephones And Accessories 
Cellular Phone Numbers Activated .Washington Local 
Bob Sasiaw And Now The Areas Largest Selection Of (301) 261-3002 
K3ZSB Pagers And Pager Accessories Crofton - Annapolis 
Convert Your Pager To Our Service (410) 721-4499 
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AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE REPORT 
by John Swafford, W4HU 


The ARRL Report provides a brief summary of information published in the ARRL Letter and other reports. The 
LETTER provides timely news of interest to active Radio Amateurs. Any League member may subscribe to the 
ARRL LETTER. 


The 1994 Amateur Radio Year in Review 
January: ARRL seeks lifetime amateur licenses 


* The ARRL petitions the FCC to make Amateur Radio operator licenses valid for a 
lifetime. The proposal would apply only to operator licenses; station licenses would still, by law, 
be limited to 10-year terms. 


* In response to an FCC proposal in late December 1993, an ARRL ad-hoc committee is 
named to develop a recommendation on a “vanity” call sign program for the board to consider. 


* The ARRL files comments in opposition to an FCC proposal to grant immediate on-the- 
air privileges to amateur examinees before a license is issued by the Commission, saying that 
electronic filing would be a better way to address the problem of excessive delays. 


* The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and Energy (DEPE) proposes 
to register and assess fees for sources of nonionizing radio frequency radiation. In mid-Decem- 
ber 1994, amateurs are exempted. 


* Amateurs are reminded that in 1994 license renewals begin again after a 5-year hiatus. 


* Former Headquarters staffer Vern Chambers, W1JEQ, dies at age 78. He worked for 
the League for more than 25 years. 


* The first ARRL DXCC Yearbook is mailed to about 7500 active DXCC participants. 


* In Minnesota, a federal appeals court finds in favor of Sylvia Pental, NOMRW, after a 
three-year battle for a tower in Mendota Heights. Pentel’s lawyer is John B. Bellows Jr, KOQBE, 
assisted by an ARRL amicus curiae brief filed by General Counsel Chris Imlay, N3AKD. 


* The League petitions the FCC for primary amateur allocations from 902 to 904 MHz 
and from 912 to 918 MHz, with certain geographic limitations, instead of their current second- 
ary status. 


February: Novices get more 222-MHz rights 
* February 1 is the opening date for enhanced privileges for Novice class licensees on the 


222 MHz band, as well as the day a weak-signal segment goes into effect at 222.0 to 222.15 
MHz. 
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*Russian and American amateurs aboard the US space shuttle are able to operate thanks to 
a last-minute pact between their two countries, who finalize temporary third party and recipro- 
cal operating agreements just after the shuttle lifts off. The ARRL and the FCC’s Personal Radio 
Branch save the day. 

*The ARRL tells the FCC that a proposal to adopt new standards for exposure to radio 
frequency radiation should be terminated, because it is premature and should have been intro- 
duced as an FCC notice of inquiry, in any case. 

* The ARRL asks for an extension of the comment deadline on an FCC proposal to 
establish a “vanity” call sign system, in PR Docket 93-305, saying that insufficient time was 
given for comments and that legislation pending in the Congress could affect the way by which 
the FCC could charge fees for call sign requests. 

* The average cost of a hard cover technological book is $48.83, according to Publisher’s 
Weekly. The cost of the ARRL Handbook is $25. ae 

* The ARRL files reply comments on an FCC proposal (PR Docket 93-267) for “instant 
licensing” for amateurs, and says that virtually every individual and group who commented 
agreed that while licensing delays need to be reduced, the proposed idea was a bad one. 

* A preliminary plan from the National Telecommunications and Information Adminis- 
tration (NTIA) for reallocating government frequencies to nongovernment uses--around 2300 
and 2400 MHz, doesn’t go far enough in responding to the will of Congress in protecting the 
needs of amateurs, the ARRL says: 

. * For the second month in a row, mailing of QST is delayed by the Winter of 94, when ice 
in Kentucky shuts down the R.R. Donnelley and Sons printing facility for two days, delaying 
March QST. 

* Joe Lynch, N6CL, ARRL Oklahoma section manager, visits Cuba and lays the ground- 
work for joint US-Cuban amateur operations later in the year. 

* The ARRL and the Field Operations Bureau (FOB) of the FCC sign a new agreement on 
the use of amateur volunteers, a revised and expanded version of one entered into in 1984. 

* The robot packet station counter aboard SAREX flight STS-60 clicks over more than 
4000 connects with amateurs. 

* The FCC announces that some of its information is now available on the Internet, 
including the FCC Daily Digest, news releases, some public notices, and the text of speeches by 
Commission officials. 


March: Telephone survey raises many questions. 


* The FCC releases the results of a telephone interference survey, concluding that since 
some telephones are “bulletproof,” all of them could be. But it’s not that simple, since the 
bulletproof models lack some of the features consumers want. 

* The FCC extends the comment deadline in its “vanity” call sign proposal to April 21, 
1994, at the League’s request. 

* The FCC also extends the reply comment deadline in its proposal to adopt new stan- 
dards for exposure to RF radiation; the League continues to advocate dropping of the proposal 
entirely. 

* The League warns amateurs that a commercial company is sending notices in the mail to 
hams whose Amateur Radio licenses are about to expire, offering to renew the hams’ licenses for 
a fee ($5). Meanwhile, at the direction of the Board of Directors, the ARRL undertakes the same 
project for its members--for free. 
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* The FCC releases its Notice of Proposed Rule Making for new license fee assessments, 
including Item 59, amateur “vanity” call signs (if a plan is every approved). 


April: ARRL prepares vanity call sign position 


* The ARRL Executive Committee approves the recommendations of its ad hoc commit- 

tee on the FCC’s “vanity” call sign proposal (PR Docket 93- 
305), bases on input from hundreds of League members. 

* Space shuttle SAREX flight STS-59 is launched April 9, with seasoned ham-astronauts 
Jay Apt, NSQWL, and Linda Godwin, N5RAX, on board. They begin operating the orbiting 
ham station just a few hours after launch. 

* The Amateur Radio Service Joint Resolution, J.J. Res. 199, reaches the point that a 
majority (226) of the US House of Representatives are cosponsors, on April 11. 

* The ARRL Executive Committee instructs ARRL’s general counsel to file a petition with 
the FCC to elevate amateurs’ status on portions of the 2300-MHz band. 

* The FCC orders 59 amateur licensees to be re-examined on exam elements passed at 
examination sessions coordinated by the ARRL-VEC in southern California between late 1992 
and mid-1993, for cheating. 

if Warhinecon State gets Senate Bill 5697, limiting the ability of municipalities to enact 
antenna and tower regulations, by pointing out the federal preemptions of the FCC’s PRB-1. 

* The League petitions the FCC to increase the minimum number of members necessary 
for granting a club station license from two to four (RM-8462), in anticipation of reactivation of 
the club call sign program, dormant, since 1979. 

* The ARRL files comments on the FCC’s “vanity” call sign proposal, emphasizing an 
orderly assignment system, a one-time application fee, and fairness. 


May: Fcc denies proposals to reduce exam requirements 


* The FCC denies three petitions from amateurs to change the licensing structure, one to 
lower Morse code requirements and two others to eliminate the 5 wpm CW examination for the 
Novice license. 

* The ARRL replies to comments on the FCC’s “vanity” call sign proposal, and opposes 
a proposal by Fred O. Maia, WSYI, to establish a “Vanity Call Sign Administration” program in 
the private sector. 

* The FCC denies two petitions for reconsideration to broaden the so- 

call “pizza rule” (in effect since September 1993), as well as one seeking changes in the 
amateur service rules to reduce the number of license classes. 


June: Automatic control proposed rules released 


* The FCC issues its NPRM in PR Docket 94-59, proposing to allow automatic control of 
digital stations under certain conditions on the HF amateur bands. 

* N6CL% efforts pay off when a unique joint Cuba-USA operation on Cuban soil takes 
place, including the ARRL June VHF QSO Party. 

* The members of the ARRL’s volunteer Bio-Effects Committee resign in a disagreement 
with the Board of Directors. ARRL President George Wilson, W4OYI, calls their reasons for 
resignation “insubstantial” and pledges continued League activity on hie effects. 
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* The FCC proposes to amend its rules to allow persons who have passed the examina- 
tions for a commercial radio operator license, but have not yet received the license, to tempo- 
rarily and conditionally perform the functions of a commercial radio operator, citing processing 
times of as much as eight weeks. At the same time, amateur licensing applications are taking as 
much as 12 weeks. 

* Beginning with FCC licenses issued June 8, amateurs are advised to carefully note the 
expiration date, as only new (first) licenses or specific renewals have a full 10-year term. Up- 
grades and so on are processed with the original expiration date intact. Also, “TECH PLUS” 
now appears on licenses. 


July: Joint Resolution gets a boost in the House 


* Key provisions of ARRL’s House of Representatives Joint Resolution 199 are included 
in H.R. 4522, the FCC Authorization Act of 1994, a major step toward eventual passage. 

* A study on electromagnetic fields find that wieners are four times as likely to cause 
cancer as EMFs. It does not specify kosher or nonkosher. 

* The ARRL Board creates a new RF Safety Committee to continue where the Bio-Effects 
Committee left off. 


August: FCC paper backs amateurs’ 2300-MHz position 


* The FCC report strongly supports continued Amateur Radio presence in the 2300- 
MHz band, challenging preliminary recommendations by the NTIA that large portions of the 
band be reallocated for other uses. 

* The FCC announces upcoming reorganization of several of its bureaus and offices, 
under a new bureau to called the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. Co-Deputy chief of the 
new bureau will be Ralph Haller, chief of the Private Radio Bureau. 

* The ARRL DX Advisory Committee votes to recommend setting a minimum size for 
new DXCC countries; implicit in this recommendation is that operation from an island must 
take place from the surface of that island. 


September: HPM/125 a big hit 


* The HPM 125th Anniversary Celebration is a major hit, as absence of sunspots notwith- 
standing. 

* A survey of three major volunteer examiner coordinators by the FCC leads to a number 
of “recommendations” apparently aimed at shoring up the “wall” between organizations in- 
volved in both publishing study materials and in coordinating VEs (namely, the W5YI-VEC and 
the ARRL-VEC, which account for about 88% of all VEC activity). 

At the same time, the FCC calls 1993 the “most productive year yet” for the VEC system, 
the three reporting VECs coordinating more than 9,600 examination sessions. 

* International Morse code requirements and the status of the 40-meter band are among 
topics discussed at t meeting of the Administrative Council of the IARU. 

* The ARRL comments on an FCC Notice of Inquiry in preparation for the next ITU 
World Radio Conference, scheduled for November 1995, and says realignment of the 7-MHz 
band should be held until 2001. The League also says that a future agenda item should be an 
“International Amateur Radio Permit.” 
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* Of 51 amateurs who are given the choice, by the FCC, of reappearing for examination 
or forfeiting the privileges they obtained through exams taken in California in 1992 and 1993, 
only three appear for re-test, and all three fail. 

* The FCC denies a petition proposing exemptions from Morse code exams fiir people 
age 65 and older, saying that FCC rules already provide for Morse code exemptions for certain 
recognized disabilities. 

* The ARRL-VEC and WSYI-VEC begin testing electronic filing software from the FCC. 


October: Three VEs face stiff FCC sanctions — 


* The FCC orders three California amateurs to show cause why their station licenses 
should not be revoked, and orders their operator licenses suspended. All three are Amateur 
Extra volunteer examiners accused of fraud. 

* The League’s joint resolution supporting Amateur Radio passes bothhouses of Congress 
in the wee hours of the morning of October 7. The bill asks for “reasonable accommodation” in 
the operation of Amateur Radio in homes, automobiles and public places. 

* Robert W. Jones, VE3CTM, is elected director of the Radiocommunication Bureau of 
the ITU, Jones, 50, replaces the retiring director, Richard C. Kirby, WOLCT, and attributes his 
professional interest in radio to his roots as a licensed radio amateur as a teenager in 1959. 

* The ARRL Awards Committee rejects, 5-to-2, the recommendation of the ARRL DX 
Advisory committee to set a minimum geographical size for new DXCC countries. DXAC Chair- 
man Bob Beatty, W4VQ, says the committee will submit a new recommendation, on appeal. 


November: ARRL presses for action on automatic control 


* The ARRL files reply comments on FCC PR Docket 94-59, that proposes to allow 
automatic control of digital stations on the HF bands under certain specific conditions, urging 
the FCC to adopt the League’s original proposal for specific subbands and other restrictions as a 
best compromise. 

* The FCC sets December 19, 1994, as the comment date for a Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making to convert a block of spectrum from federal government to commercial use, including 
parts of the 2400-MHz band shared by Amateur Radio on a secondary basis with the govern- 
ment. 

* The ARRL’s joint resolution supporting Amateur Radio is signed i into law by President 
Bill Clinton on October 22--it’s now Public Law 103-408. 

* David Funderburk, K4TPJ, is elected to the US House of Representatives. Funderburk, 
a Republican, was picked for North Carolina’s 2nd District. He’s 50 and was first licensed at age 
15. “I just want to be a good friend [to amateurs] and do what I can,” Funderburk says. 


December: FCC opens new Wireless Telecom Bureau 


* Regina Keeney is named chief of the FCC’s new Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, 
_ which opened December 1. Both of her parents are licensed amateurs. 

* The ARRL comments of the FCC’s NPRM on reallocation of 2400-MHz spectrum, 
arguing that the NTIA failed to follow the will of Congress in selecting these segments for new 
commercial use. 
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MARYLAND RADIO CENTER 


Authorized dealer for : 


Kenwood, Icom, TenTec, AEA, Kantronics, 

Spi-ro, Barker/Williamson, Alpha Delta, 

MFJ, ARRL Books, Callbook, Sams books, 

Mirage/KLM, Bencher,Cushcraft, Hustler, 

Lakeview, SMC mounts, the Pouch, Diamond, N 
Amidon, Butternut, Cable Factory, Larsen, 

Nye, Vanco, VanGorden, Vibroplex, DRSI, 

Covercraft, Antenna Specialists, Daiwa, 

Astron 


Burtonsville 
RK 
Rt - 198 


Rt - i Laureldale 


Nationwide Order Line 
1-800-447-7489 


Baltimore —- 880-HAMM 
ashington - 470-HAMM | fol eee 


Laurel - 725-1212 1-95 
FAX —- 725-1198 


’ Maryland 
City 


Baltimore 
Washington 


Perkwey = Yes... We have_a full service shop....... 


Check out our technical library ! 


Washington D.C. Ham exams the third Saturday 


of the month. FREE ! ! 


Open Mon. - Fri. 10AM - SPM 
| Saturday 10AM - 3PM 
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TRAFFIC FUN 


By Geri Sweeny, N4¢GHI 


Valentines Day is an occasion of joy for all involved. Imagine sending a message with a 
short poem beginning, ‘Roses are red, violets are blue’, I’m adding an ending, especially for you.’ 
Or you can disregard the flowers, and design one from beginning to end. You will not only bring 
joy into someone life, but to all of the traffic handlers in between. This is your chance not only 
to send a neat Valentines Day message, but also to send it in a very unique way. If you would 
prefer not to join a net to do this, and feel unsure of packet, call a traffic handler and let them 
send it for you. Some of the many traffic handlers in this area are: ; 


N4ABM Ole Reston 860-0512 
N6ANQ John Mt Vernon 360-3773 
N4DCC Bill Falls Church 534-1972 
KE4DXA Danny Reston 481-3754 
K4GR Bob Arlington 528-7885 
W4HU John Arlington 536-9537 
WB4KSG Lon Stephenson 662-4242 
WD4MIS — John Arlington 534-1428 
KR4MU George Arlington 538-4959 
N60D Bob Woodbridge 590-5678 
N3PDK Mike Alexandria 671-2627 
KD4TWR David Leesburg 777-5070 
N4YE Buddy Centerville 830-3195 
W4YE ~ Chris Annandale 830-3195 
WA3YLO Tony Bowie 262-1917 


The holiday season between Thanksgiving and New Years Day was very busy - as it always 
is- Traffic handlers look forward to this hectic season as the grand finale of each year. My 
favorite message (relayed from California to Maine) included this in the text: “Received your 
radiogram. Glad to hear the barge is on its way. Have sent 1000 camels marching East with all 
your gifts.” 


Bring a smile to someone special (and traffic handlers) with a Valentine message. 


N4GHI, STM VA 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR 
Py MARYLAND/DC SECTION 


Melvin J. Morenz N3EKZ 
416 Brooks Court 
Glen Burnie, MD 21060-7616 


Voice: (410) 760-9426 
Packet: N3EKZ @ WB3V.MD.USA.NA 


MADRAS SPECIAL EVENT 


The Maryland Apple Dumpling Amateur Radio Society (MADRAS) will be activating the 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA) during the President’s Day weekend of Febru- 
ary 18-19, 1995. 


For additional information or participation in this event, call Hani Raad AA3EI at (202) 
223-3925. 


1995 ARRL INTERNATIONAL DX (CW) CONTEST. | 


Have you stayed away from CW contests because your code speed is to slow? Did you 
know that one way to increase your code speed is to participate in CW contests? To help 
increase your speed, try operating in the higher portions on each band and in the Novice CW 
subbands, for the 1995 ARRL International DX Contest. 


Increase your DXCC totals by working as many amateur stations in as many DXCC coun- 
tries of the world as possible (1.8 to 30 MHz excluding the 10, 18 and 24 MHz bands). 


The CW portion of the Contest will occur on the third full week-end in February (Feb. 18- 


19, 1995). The Phone portion of the Contest is the first full weekend in March (Mar. 4-5, 
1995). For details, see the Rules on pg. 122 in December 1995, QST. 


Try QRP: 5-W output or less and see how much fun it is, you may be surprised. 


NOMINATIONS SOUGHT 


Nominations are now being sought for annual awards to be presented at the ARRL Atlantic 
Division Convention, to be held in association with the Rochester, New York, Hamfest, May 19 
to 21, 1995. The awards are commemorated by handsome plaques presented at the hamfest 
banquet. 


“Amateur of the Year” nominees should be outstanding Amateurs from the Atlantic Division 
with a strong record of service to the Amateur Radio community. 
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An award for lifetime service to Amateur Radio, the “Grand Ole Ham,” is open to Atlantic 
Division amateurs who have been licensed at least 30 years or are at least 50 years of age. 


The Atlantic Division “Technical Achievement” award may be presented to an individual or 
to a group. 


Complete information is available from the Rochester Hamfest, 300 White Spruce Blvd, 
Rochester, NY 14623. Deadline for all nominations is April, 1995. 


CLUB OFFICER ROSTER 


The new year is here and most of the clubs in the MDC Section have new club officers. In 
the December 1994 issue of Auto-Call a request was made that all clubs submit a new roster of 
their officers to ARRL HQ, the Division Director, Hugh Turnbull W3ABC, the Section Manager 
(SM) Bill Howard WB3V, the Affiliated Club Coordinator (ACC) Tony Young W3YLO, and the — 
Public Information Coordinator with the new fiames, addresses and phone numbers of your 
clubs new officers so that a current roster may be maintained and important news and other 
items from HQ are sent to the correct club officers. 


There are 50 plus clubs in the MDC Section and as of the beginning of the year a total of 
two clubs, The Laurel Amateur Radio Club (LARC) (submitted by Roger N3 MIJ) and the Antietam 
Radio Association (ARA) (submitted by Page WA3EOP) have submitted their rosters. Addition- 
ally the name of the new president for the Potomac Valley Radio Club was submitted by Hugh 
W3ABC. Many thanks to Roger, Page, and Hugh for passing the information along. 


If your club is not listed here, nominate a Public Information Officer for your club and have 
them send me a completed FSD-187 Application For Station Appointment as soon as possible, 
or have your club secretary submit the information. 


If the officers are on packet, indicate how each officer may be contacted. If your club is not 
currently affiliated with the ARRL, please consider the benefits and request an application today 
(SASE’s are appreciated). 


73, Mel N3EKZ 


UPLOAD YOUR AUTO-CALL ARTICAL TO THE 
MRC BBS 


(301) 725-8307 (24 Hrs.) 
880-4266 (6 PM. - 9 A.M. Only) 


If you should experience any trouble uploading your files, Call MRC at 880-HAMM 
The Staff will be more than willing to talk you through it. 
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February 
20 GW Birthday Parade (NVA-ALEX) 


March 


11 St. Patrick’s day parade (NVA-ALEX) 

25 Boy Scout 1/2 Marathon (DC) 
April 

8 Cherry Blossom Parade (DC) 

15 Bull Run Run (NVA-FFX) 
23 GW Parkway 15K (NVA-MTV) 

MS Walkathon Reston (NVA-FFX) 

29 Dogwood 1/2 100 (NVA-D1) 


Mav 


6 Apple Blossom Parade (NVA-D1) 
13 American Lung Association Bikathon (NVA) 
14 American Lung Association Bikathon (NVA) 
20 MS 150K Bike-athon (NVA) 
21 Crystal City 10K (NVA-ARL) 
MS 150K Bike-athon (NVA) 


June 


3 Old Dominion 100M Horse (NVA-D1) 
4 American Heart Association 10 K race (DC) 
6 Hurricane NANA Exercise (MEMA) 
9 Alex Waterfront Festival (NVA-ALEX) 
10 Alex Waterfront Festival (NVA-ALEX) 
11 Alex Waterfront Festival (NVA-ALEX) 
24 Field Day 
25 Field Day 


July 


4 4th of July on the Mall (DC) 
July 4 Mt Vernon (NVA-MTV) 


September 


17 MS 1/2 Marathon (DC) 
23 Children’s Festival (NVA-FFX) 
24 Children’s Festival (NVA-FFX) 


October 


1 Westmore School Run (NVA-FFX) 
7 Claude Moore Farm Park (NVA-FFX) 
8 Clifton Day (NVA-FFX) 
Claude Moore Farm Park (NVA-FFX) 
14 Simulated Emergency Test (MDC) 
22 The Marine Corps Marathon 


The NCAC meets every Sunday at 
9:00 P.M. on 146.91- MHz 

For more information call: 

Hani Raad / AA3EI (202)223-3925 
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DX DX DX 
By John Kanode, N4+MM 


DXAC VOTES ON MARQUESAS AND AUSTRAL ISLANDS, BALLENY ISLAND 
AND MOBILE DXCC AWARD 


The ARRL DX Advisory Committee, DXAC, has voted 14 to 2 against a petition to add 
Austral Islands and the Marquesas Islands to the DXCC Countries List. Those voting against 
shared the feeling that French Polynesia is not a Point 1 DXCC country and for that reason these 
two island groups do not qualify as separate countries under the current DXCC rules. The 
DXAC voted 13 to 1 against adding the Balleny Islands to the DXCC Countries List. Most of 
those voting against this proposal felt that the Balleny Islands are a part of Antartica. 


The:DXAC also voted 14 to 2 against recommending establishment of a DXCC award for 
contacts made while operating mobile. Many comments stated the impossibility of verifying that 
contacts were indeed made while operating mobile. It was noted that all DXCC awards today are 
based on either band or mode. 


The voting on Pratas Island is scheduled for January 1995. Also before the DXAC for 
consideration are The Kingdom of Mustang, Scott Island, Scarborough Reef. Also the DXAC is 
considering the deletion of Aruba from the DXCC List. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 
ADRS WW RTTY WPX Contest February 4-5 
10-10 Int’] Net Phone QSO Party February 4-5 
1995 Classic Radio Exchange February 5-6 
YL-OM Contest Phone February 11-13 
ARRL International DX Contest CW February 18-19 
CQ WW 160 Meter DX Contest Phone February 24-26 
REF French Contest February 24-26 
RSGB 7 MHz Contest CW February 25-26 
UBA Contest CW February 25-26 
YL-OM Contest CW February 25-27 
TIDBITS 


The Jemtlands Amateur Radio Club will be promoting Sweden as a possible candidate to 
hold the Olympic Winter Games in the year 2002. They will be operating with the special 


callsign of 7S30WG from January 1, 1995 until June 16, 1995. QSL’s for this operation go to 
SM3CVM. 


Future operations from Desecheo Island will not be possible due to guerilla bands on the — 
island and the authorities will not be responsible for anyone’s safety, so permission to go there is 
not being granted at this time. 
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ie new 1995 officers for the North Shenandoah DX Association areN4PMQ, President; 
N4SLR, Vice President and KR4DO, Sec/Treas. 


Paul and Nancy Smith, N4¢FFO/KB4RGW will be taking over the QSL Manager List 
(“GOLIST”) including DX-BBS and the PacketCluster SYSOP interface (SH/QSL and SH/GO). 
Jay and Jan, W6GO/K6HHD operated the GO list for 15 years and now wish to retire and 
enjoy Amateur Radio. Many thanks for providing these services for the past 15 years. 


JA1UT and JA3UB will be in the GAZA Strip in February 1995 to help with getting an 
Amateur Radio Club started and to do some operating. Palestine was deleted from the DXCC 
List in June 1968. For it to be added back to the DXCC List, a petition would have to be filed 
with the DXAC. So far this has not been done. 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED CAPS 
GOLF SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS 


Proudly wear your name and call on a custom embroidered cotton poplin golf 
cap, 2 button golf shirt or 9 ounce sweatshirt. Choose garment, size and thread 
color and we do the rest! Shirts and Sweatshirts to size XXXL*. Your personalized 
call apparel will be delivered to in 5 to 7 days!. Makes a great gift! 


Cap Colors Golf & Sweatshirt Colors Thread Colors 
Black White Black White Red Gold Black White 
Navy Royal Navy Royal Ash Navy Red Royal 
Red Gray (Hooded Sweats available) Burgundy 


CAPS $15.95 GOLF SHIRTS $26.95* SWEATSHIRTS $24.95* 
*Add $2.50 each for sizes XXL and XXXL 
Mail or telephone your Name, Address, Phone, Size and Call (plus $3.50 shipping) to: 


MUGS & STITCHES 
42 REHOBOTH MALL 
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE 19971 


800-296-MUGS 
Quantity and club discounts available. 
Checks, Money Orders, Major Credit Cards Accepted 
When in the Rehoboth Beach Area stop by to visit. Sponsor NSOLY Repeater 147.33+ 
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TRAINING CLASSES 


New Editor JOHN FORREST WZ4A New Editor 
6111 Burnett St. 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4<A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Autocall publication date 
(e.g., 25 November for the January issue). 


CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ENTRY-LEVEL CLASS 


The Kent Island Amateur Radio Club in conjunction with the Queen Anne’s County 
Parks and Recreation will offer a basic amateur radio course at the Kent Island Elementary 
School library from 7 to 9 PM on Tuesdays beginning January 24, 1995. The class will meet 
weekly for 10 weeks. A minimum of 5 registered students are required for the course to be 
given. An FCC exam session will be offered at the conclusion of the course. Cost is $3 (Parks 
and Rec. fee). Contact: Ron Hill WB3KMX, Chester, MD, at 643-5872. 
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CLUB TRAINING CONTACTS: 


Alexandria RC Rich Adamy KA4GFY (703)644-3920 
Anne Arundel RC Tony Young WA3YLO (301)262-1917 
Arlington ARC Fred Bardsley WD4DHW = (703)533-0372 
Antietam Rad Assn. Robert Long KD3]JK (301)824-5132 
Baltimore RATS Joe Chidester W3SHZ (410)602-0353 
Baltimore ARC 2? (410)780-6854 
Fauquier ARC Neil Spokes AB4YK (703)364-3861 
Frederick ARC Steve Bauman W3FOA (301)662-4552 
Herndon Rep’t Gp Michael Weber WB8RDN (703) 450-2304 
Laurel ARC Pub Reaver W3DQI (301)498-6293 
Madras Larry Ziecheck (301)984-6112 
MD Mobileers ARC John Baugus N3JME (301)551-3161 
Montgomery ARC Jane Rosenthal AA3CQ (301)762-6262 
Mt. Vernon ARC John Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905 
NASA/Goddard ARC Vikki Gigante KA3PVS (301)249-2609 
Ole VA Hams ARC John Fritsch N4YOB (703)791-5995 
Pentagon ARC David Boyd KIMX (703)659-6241 
St. Marys Co. ARC ?? (301)862-2214 
Shenandoah Val ARC Guy Black W4PSJ (703)722-4952 
Southern MD ARC Vic Curtis WA3YUV (301)888-1388 
Southern Pax ARC Dwayne Kincaid WD8OYG_ (301)586-2177 
Springfield Est ARC Will Schmitt KD4CNX (703)768-5709 
Stafford Adult Ed Jerry Mullinix AC4HK (703)659-3905 
Sterling Park ARC Mark Johnson WS3N (703)430-3804 
Tri-County ARC John Creel WB3GXW (703)572-5124 
Vienna Wireless Paul Wilkins AB4CY (703)560-2779 


Woodbridge Wireless 


Cliff Deel KO4FM 
Auto-Call 


(703)491-0841 
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FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO 


VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE 


JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
6111 Burnett St. 
Alexandria, VA, 22310 
(703)971-3905 


NOTICES: 
* Effective July 1, 1994, the General Class written exam questionpool (Element 3B) was 
changed. Be sure to use study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1995 VEC Exam schedule from the AUTOCALL data- 

base are available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with suffi- 

cient postage to cover 10 letter-size pages along with $1.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A 
at the above address. 


SCHEDULE OF EXAMINATIONS 
1995 


February 5, 1995 (Sunday) 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


February 11, 1995 (Saturday) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS_ (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 


Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


February 16, 1995 (Thursday) 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Kennick WB3HNV (410)426-8255 Mailbox #3468 
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February 18, 1995 (Saturday) 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In. 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithsburg, MD - Mid-Atlantic DX & Rptr Assn. (ARRL VEG) 
Pre-Registration Requested 
Contact: J.M. Vaia WB8VBW (301)416-8447 Box 110 


February 28, 1995 (Tuesday) 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-In limited 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


March 5, 1995 (Sunday) 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WVA (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


March 11, 1995 (Saturday) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


March 18, 1995 (Saturday) 


~ Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithsburg, MD - Mid-Atlantic DX & Rptr Assn. (ARRL VEC) 


Pre-Registration Requested 
Contact: J.M. Vaia WB8VBW (301)416-8447 Box 110 


Continued on next page 


q 
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March 24, 1995 (Friday) 


The Pentagon, Arlington, VA - Pentagon ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Jim Fox KE4EID (703)756-8994 (Work) 
(703)931-6523 (Evening) 


March 28, 1995 (Tuesday) 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-In limited 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


April 2, 1995 (Sunday) 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


April 8, 1995 (Saturday) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


April 15, 1995 (Saturday) 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithsburg, MD - Mid-Atlantic DX & Rptr Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested 
Contact: J.M. Vaia WB8VBW (301)416-8447 Box 110 
April 20, 1995 (Thursday) 
Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Kennick WB3HNV (410)426-8255 Mailbox #3468 
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April 25, 1995 (Tuesday) 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-In limited 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


May 7, 1995 (Sunday) 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WVA (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


May 13, 1995 (Saturday) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Culpeper, VA - (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred 
Contact: Bill Brown AC4KP (703)547-3089 
Gary WOQDP (703)854-6187 


May 14, 1995 (Sunday) 


Antietam Radio Assn (Greater Hagerstown Hamfest) 
(Mount. ARC VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


May 20, 1995 (Saturday) 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithsburg, MD - Mid-Atlantic DX & Rptr Assn. (ARRL VEC) 


Pre-Registration Requested 
Contact: J.M. Vaia WB8VBW (301)416-8447 Box 110 


Continued on next page 
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"Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-In limited 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


May 26, 1995 (Friday) 


The Pentagon, Arlington, VA - Pentagon ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Jim Fox KE4EID (703)756-8994 (Work) 
(703)931-6523 (Evening) 


aoe 


EXAM FEES: 
4 Check for appropriate exam fee. 
_ Fees and modes of payment for individual 
_ VECs and exam teams may vary. 
= ‘ ARRL VEC exams cost $5.75 
Fis * Laurel VEC exams are free 
as VEC exams are free 
_ * WSYI VEC exams cost $5.75 


BRING TO EXAM: 


_* Picture identification 
1 Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
_ * Original and a copy, of current FCC amateur radio license 
_ * Originals and copies of all active certificates of successful completion of prior exams 
a * * Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


«GRANDFATHER? CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


os If you presently hold a Technician class license which was first issued prior to March 21, 
_ 1987, you may be grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) by presenting — 
the original and a copy of the license dated prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is 
_ your responsibility to prove that you are entitled to lee Tenet Do not lose your origi 
tag license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 
. All submissions must be in writing 
2 Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
3. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 
4. Sponsor and location must be specified 
Fs . VEC must be specified 
6. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 
. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to publication date (e.g., Sepa 25.4 
f or evemoct coat 
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AMATEUR RADIO : 


NEWS RELEASE ~— 


For Immediate Release 


oo 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with — 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to administer fifty-six (56) scholarships for the — 
academic year 1995 - 1996 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of 
over seventy-five local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds five of these scholarships with _ 
the income from grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining fifty-one (51) are ~ 
administered by the Foundation without cost to the various donors. a 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full-time 
course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for enrollment 
at an accredited university, college or technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2000 
with preference given in some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or the pursuit _ 
of certain study programs. Clubs, especially those in Delaware, Florida, Maine, — 
Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin, are — 
encouraged to announce these opportunities at their meetings, on their nets, during training 
classes, and in their club newsletters. Bs 


Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSL ecard, — 
postmarked prior to April 30, 1995 from: 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio, incorporated in the District of Columbia, is an exempt 
organization under Section 501(C)((3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. It is devoted — 
exclusively to promoting the interests of Amateur Radio and those scientific, literary and 4 
educational pursuits that advance the purposes of the Amateur Radio Service. ; 
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~ ANNOUNCING ~ 
THE 1995 
GREATER BALTIMORE 


HAMBOREE AND 
LUWIPFUTERFESt 


ANN, 


HOST TO THE 


ARRL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25 AND SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
R TIMONIUM FAIR GROUNDS 
TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 


GIANT AMATEUR RADIO, COMPUTER AND 
ELECTRONIC FLEA MARKET, SHOW AND SALE 
| FEATURING 


ARRL Convention Program and Saturday Evening Banquet 
Giant Indoor and Outdoor Show and Sale Areas 
Over One Half Million Square Feet of Sales Area 
Three Buildings with Over 1,100 Indoor Spaces « Over 5 Acres Indoors 
Amateur Radio Manufacturers, Computer Dealers, and Ham Fleamarket 
5 Acre Outdoor Hard Surface Tailgate Area *Premium Indoor Tailgate Area 


Many Show Special Bargains 
Three Buildings ¢ Acres of Parking * Great Food 
OUR 24th YEAR 


SHOW WILL BE HELD IN ANY WEATHER 


_ Show Hours are: Saturday, 8 to 4 Sunday, 8 to 4- Admission i $5.00 Each ye 
A Special Weekend Admission Ticket is just $8.00, A le Only! 
(Send Check payable to: GBH&C and an (S.A.S.E.) to the aides below) 
GBH&C- Post Office Box 95- Timonium, MD 21094-0095 
Vendor & General Information Available By Calling 
1-410-HAM-FEST for Voice or FAX-Back: Information. Anytime! 
Outside the State of Maryland, Dial 1-800-|4AM-FEST (1-800-426-3378) 
Sponsored by: The Baltimore Amatiur Radio Club, Inc. 
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: 46. 
147.39 


___ Transmit offsets: 
_—-«:144.91-144.99 simplex 
— 145.11-147.00 -600 kHz 
— 147.015-147.39 +600 kHz 


_ Washington, DC Arlington, VA m5 Address all T—MARC correspondence to: 
1 «(145.11 5 145.15 


T-—MARG 
2 145.19 : 6 145.47 ; PO. Box 1022 
3 146.76 Linked to Jessup MD 7 147.045 


4 147.36 Savage, MD 20763— 1022 
OTE: Not to be used for coordination. 


rdinated repeaters and some private repeaters not shown. 
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| 222 —225 MHz Repeaters 
Data as of January 1995 


T—MARC Coordination Area © 1995 WA2WDT 
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Washington, DC Arlington, VA = ae 
1 444.10 6 444.15 \ NORTH 
2 444.65 7 444.55 \, UMaEREAND Address all T—MARC correspondence to: 
3 448.575 8 448.625 T—MARC 
4 448.875 9 449.325 
5 449.975 PO. Box 1022 
‘ Savage, MD 20763-1022 
‘NOTE: Not to be used for coordination. 
Uncoordinated repeaters and some private repeaters not shown. 


442.90 and 447.875 MHz are the Shared Non—Protected (SNP) Channels 


29, 52, 902, and 1240 MHz Repeaters 


Data as of January 1995 T—MARC Coordination Area 


© 1995 WA2WDT 
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920 and 1283 are the Shared Non—Protected (SNP) Channels 


ELMER’S CORNER 
By Paul E. Wilkins, AB4CY 


There Comes a Time 


A few years ago QST ran a contest to locate the worst-mess ham shack, and the results were 
hilarious. They came up with some photographs of some real disaster areas where even a rat might _ 
be uncomfortable. In the past few years I’ve had many an occasion to help the surviving family of a 
Silent Key sort through some pretty horrendous collections of electronic gear. A lot of it turned out 
to be 50 year old WW2 surplus which in a few cases amounted to several tons of chassis, transform- 
ers, steel cases, and boxes of miscellaneous parts. They were in the basement, attic, garage, shed, and 
sometimes just under everything else in the shack. All of us with an understanding family have at 
least some “stuff” that we keep for various reasons. There’s nothing wrong with that, but there 
comes a time.... 


In one-ham only families there is no one who even knows how to start. What is it? Is it danger- 
ous, Is it any good, and does it have any value? I’ve seen cases where things sat in the basement for 
twenty years because nobody knew what to do with it. I once found a 1939 Hallicrafters Super Sky 
Rider that had been in the attic for the fifty years since Gramps died. Nobody had any idea of how 
to turn it on or that it needed an external loudspeaker! Could that happen to your Kenwood? 


So, what do we do? Well, as a starter you could make a list of what you have stashed that might 
have some value and make sure the family knows where the list is. It’s even better if you list a ham 
friend by name and address who could be counted on for help. A reference to the FAR Widows 
Assistance program along with the way to get in touch would be a good idea. Don’t chance leaving 
your family in the dark, it isn’t fair. It also limits the chance that your prized rig will be declared 
worthless and be spirited away by someone who volunteers to “help”. If you don’t tell them, who’s 
to know? 


It becomes especially burdensome if the Silent Key hasn’t left a valid Will directing disposal of 
assets. This makes it difficult for the family to dispose of much until the Probate Court decides a 
value and ownership and that can take some time. During this time you need the court’s permission 
to remove estate property so you can sell a jointly owned residence. Who needs it? I had a situation 
a few years ago where we had to plead safety hazard to remove a hundred and twenty foot tower 
with a dual band cubical quad and an 8 Yagi array for 2 meters at sixty feet. The lot was conveyed by 
joint ownership, the tower was not. The willing buyer didn’t want the tower as a condition of sale. 


You can save your survivors a lot of problems by giving a little thought today. I’m as guilty as 
anybody, I have a CW rig that I built in 1952 which uses a Clapp VFO and a 350 W final that usesa 
4E27 tube that I bought for 5 dollars the day I was discharged from the Navy in 1946. It is still going 
strong. 


The XYL, bless her heart, bought me an anniversary present by ICOM a few years ago. I think — 
there was an ulterior motive to get me to ditch that big chassis and eighty pound 2500 volt power 
supply that it takes to drive it that sits on the bottom of a six foot relay rack with all those beautiful 
3 inch meters on steel panels. I couldn’t lift it if my life depended on it and I think I’d be hard put to 
find very many who would know how to set the proper screen current by adjusting the grid drive 
and the swinging-link antenna loading coil. They say beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and to me 
my companion of a third of a Century in chatting with the DX world is just that. But I have to face 
it .... There Comes a Time. 73’s 
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: “Antietam Radio Ass 


Meetings: First aad Third Tuesda r of 


an Hagerstown, Mectane 
Mailing Address: PO. Box ae 2, Hager 


¥ F iifonnadon: Donnie Sue Mlliga 
(301) 582-2984 oe 


The Christmas Banquet was attended by 
more than sixty ARA members and friends at 
the Red Horse Steak House on December 2, 
1994, starting at 6 p.m. The dinner was served 
in a warm and friendly atmosphere and our most 
sincere THANKS goes to Ellen Hammons/ 
N3MZA and Sharon Blevins/N3PMkK for their 
responsibility in bringing this all together for 
the 1994 Christmas Banquet. 


There was a record attendance this year, 
including Low Scally/WA3GLN, the weather 
man on Channel 25, and Mrs. Scally. Joe 
Rummel/NS3Q was the most able Emcee, wear- 
ing a tux that he’d worn to his retirement party 
just before our banquet. Good luck on your 
retirement, Joe. 


A highlight of the evening was our guest 
speaker, Al Brown/WA3FYZ. Al spoke about 
the VOA and the people he has worked with, 
some of those are in your newspapers every day, 
and about his DXpeditions to the Cayman Is- 
lands. He told us a little bit about his life and 
about his thoughts on the future of Amateur 
Radio. Al Brown is a very knowledgeable and 
interesting man. Thank you, Al, for the excel- 
lent speech. We heard everything you said and 
was pleasantly surprised at some of those you 
know and what you've done! 


Next; the presentation of the club awards. 
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The recipients got their appropriate certificates. 
The Outstanding Amateur was Ray Mongrain/ 


| N3QDA, the Amateur of the Year was Robinson 


(Bob) Binau/KC3DW, and the MD/DC QSO 


| Party Award for the ARA Club winner was pre- 
| sented to Joe Rummel/NS3Q by the MD/DC 


QSO Party Director, Ted Lawhead/WA3AAT. 


Door prizes were won by many, each one 
looking for the several certificates for half-gal- 
lon of ice cream, many amateur radio related 


| books, a gift certificate from Amateur Radio of 


Hagerstown, a Santa Claus cookie jar by Ellen 


| Hammons/N3MZA, and table decorations 


made by Bette Wisher/KA3PQO. 
Hoping everyone had a Merry Christmas 
and started 1995 with loads of memories and 


with a lot of ideas for the coming year. 


73, Donnie Sue/KB3AOO 


INTRODUCING 


WEATHERNODE 


-Weather forecasts for all 50 States 


-Satellite Images with zoom and slide show modes 


-Weather maps with clouds, fronts, radar and more 


-Alarms on approaching severe weather 


-Automatically prints important information 


Requires an FM receiver at 163.350Mhz, an IBM 
compatible computer with Windows and an 


evening to assemble. No recurring data costs! 


Only available at 


MARYLAND RADIO CENTER, INC. 
1-800-447-7489 


Dealer inquiries welcome 
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Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 


¥ Meenas Twice menu 7: 30 oe 


of the month: programming 


¥ Club Net: Every Tuesday night at 8:3 a ‘pm 


on 146.67/224.24 : 
+ Club BBS: (410) 665- 168 (minimum 2 
baud) 


t Club Voice Malintansgen (410) HAN 2 


TALK 


¥ Greater 


i 
: two meter/220 Mhz are linked. 


Baltimore 


(800) HAM-FEST . 
t Mailing: BARC, Inc.; 
Reisterstown MD 21136 


Ee 


The normal routine of daily life was dis- 
rupted one afternoon in November when sev- 
eral tornadoes struck downtown Baltimore, 
causing widespread destruction and leaving 
hundreds of people homeless. The storms 
passed through town in mid-afternoon, and by 
. the time people were beginning to leave work 
that afternoon the American Red Cross was al- 
ready opening shelters to feed and house the 
displaced families. One of the Red Cross vol- 
unteers, also a ham, came on the club repeater 
and asked for communications support for the 
Red Cross operation, since telephone lines and 
cellular telephone links were congested to the 
point of overload. Club members quickly alerted 
Jim Schmidt, N3FFB, Baltimore County ARES 
Emergency Coordinator, who organized a 
prompt response. Within hours at least two 
operators were stationed at each shelter and at 
the Emergency Operations Center, providing 
tactical communications. National Traffic Sys- 
tem (NTS) volunteers provided additional sup- 
port, re-arranging their regular net and liaison 
schedules in order to facilitate the handling of 
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month: business meeting hid  Wlae , 


|i Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(- 224. 24(- 
) (no PL) and 449.625(-) (PL 107.2) Note: : 


Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention Information: (410) HAM- FEST ‘Or 


P.O. BOX 1205 a 
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out-of-state health and welfare traffic. Many — 
thanks to all the amateur radio operators who 
gave generously of their time in support of the — 
relief operation. ; 


December’s Operation Holiday Greetings 
posed a challenge to our dedicated volunteers. 
Our operators showed up at the Heritage Soci- 
ety museum in Essex on Sunday the 4th pre- 
pared to send holiday greeting messages from 
the general public via the NTS. Imagine our 
surprise when we were met by a museum offi- 
cial who regretfully informed us that they had 
rescheduled their holiday tree lighting festival 
for the following weekend, without informing 
us ! Unfortunately the three most experienced 
volunteers on the scene would all be out of town 
the following weekend. The remaining two 
volunteers were more than sufficiently enthu- 
siastic and committed to the operation, but had 
no prior experience in formal message handling. 
Nevertheless, volunteers went above and be- 
yond the call of duty to bring the operation to 
a successful conclusion. Special thanks to Paul, 
N3MOG, and Keith, N3NYW, for taking pos- 
session of the equipment on very short notice 
and bringing it back to the facility for use the 
following weekend; to Chuck, K3FT, for lend- 
ing his expertise and leadership for the hastily 
arranged second weekend, and to Al W3YVQ 
for NTS support two weekends in a row. (By 
the way, I heard one of our greeting messages 
in transit while I was listening to a two-meter 
NTS net in Central New York the dayafter the 
event... it was fun to hear it arriving at the other — 
end !) 


The December holiday party was well at- 
tended, as was the program meeting where an 
informative and thought-provoking discussion 
of audio compander technology was presented. 
Please join us for the programming meeting in 2 
February, when Phil, N3CDY, will give a talk 
about the club’s repeater systems. 


.. 73 de N3IVO/Rosie 
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; at to 1530 UTC. on 14316 KH 
0 to 1600 UTC on 21416 kHz; 
| 1600 to 1630 UTC on 28416 kHz, 


CLUB OFFICERS - 

_ The Department of State Amateur Radio 
Club held its annual election of officers 5 De- 
cember 1994. The following were elected: 


President: Philip W. Savitz, WA3GLA 
ex-OE1ZZS/8P9GQ 


Vice President: Dennis E. Panther, N3QKB 
ex-5 V7DP/6W8IC/C53FC 


Secretary: George O. Glavis, WA6SBW 


Treasurer: Jane B. Dorset, KG3R 
ex-VS6JB. 


The Voice of America Amateur Radio 
Club elects officers every “even” year, so its 
current officers remain in place: 

President: E. Allen Brown, WA3FYZ/ZF2AB 
Vice President: Hubert B. Katz; KB3TB 
Secretary: Stephen W. Bratcher, WE5X 
Treasurer: Dexter Anderson, W4KM 

The two clubs:agreed that K3VOA/R 
should serve as a backup to the W3DOS/R re- 
peater. The arrangement was coordinated by 


T-MARC and K3VOA/R went on the air 15 
December 1994. The State and VOA clubs en- 


courage active use of the repeater, which pro- 


vides solid, open coverage of downtown DC. 
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Laurel Amateur Radio Club - 


a Meetings: 4th Wednesday. of each month (ex- 

__ cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 

Main Street, Laurel Md; Social: 2nd Wednes- 

| day of each month, exeeDe December (Call 
for directions) . 

¥ Nets: Ist & 3rd & Sth Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 


on 147.225+, no tone. — 
¥ Mail: PRO, Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709- 
0039 
3rd Saturday of each month, 
10: :00am, at Maryland Radio Center, Lau- 
rel, MD. : 
T information: Jim/WBN (301)725-6829 or 
Pud/W3DQI (301)498-6293 


The Laurel ARC holiday banquet at Olivers 
in December was a real success. Approximately 
45 members and guests attended. Hugh 
Turnbull, W3ABC, ARRL Atlantic Division 
Director and Tony Young, WA3YLO, MD Sec- 
tion Club Coordinator, brought words of greet- 
ing and appreciation to the club for its support 
to public service activities. Santa Claus (Dick/ 
N3MJA) dropped in to pass out his holiday 
cheer, with 73s and 88s to all. And then, we sat 
back and enjoyed some fine barbershop quar- 
tet singing by the “Leisure Time Granddads”. 

Now that everyone has settled down for 
their winter time hamming, we are looking for- 
ward to supporting the annual Washington 
Birthday Marathon, usually held on President’s 
Day weekend (19 Feb), at Greenbelt, Md. For 
more information on the plans for this activity 
and others, join in the club net on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month at 2030 hours 
on 147.225 +. 

A General Theory class will be starting on 
13 Feb (Monday) and run for 8 successive Mon- 
day nights at the West Laurel Recreational Fa- 
cility located on Brooklyn Bridge Road at Bond 
Mill Road. The text for the class will be the 


ARRL General Class License manual. Call Pud/ 
W3DQI, 301-498-6293, to pre-register. 


73 de Roger/N3MIJ 
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¥ Mectings: py pie schedule, generally 
the second La of each month. _Meet- 
: _| audience. Erick, KE3PB, and Rick, N3RO, were 


sini. : . 
t On the Ait 1930 Tay: 


Hagerstown MD 21740 ee 
¥ inlounation: Call our r Voice BBS: 301 


| the key participants. 
| members brought in the harmonics and those 

| in the neighborhood to make it a successful 
90.| event for all. 


In error, this reporter advised you that the 


: MADRA Santa Net was on December 18. The 


event took place on December 24 and was well 
received by the young people targeted as our 


Many other MADRA 


The MADRA Computer BBS is growing 


: in its capabilities every week. A new WEFAX 
6 package is now available which provides a lot 


of info including frequencies and sample 


. graphic output. Several Ham logging programs 


After a Alors battle with medical prob- 
lems and the general conditions we all will face 
from aging, Jim Cameron, KA3SDM, our spiri- 
tual leader and co-founder, became a member 
of the honored assemblage of Silent Keys in 
December. We are expecting the FCC to make 
some changes in the rules concerning callsigns; 
as soon as this happens we plan to preserve Jim’s 
call as a club call. We have also taken the first 
steps in establishing a foundation to perpetuate 
Jim’s memory with ascholarship program. The 
Great Depression denied Jim an advanced edu- 
cation but he never faltered in his respect and 
concern for general advancement of education 
and the opportunities Ham Radio offered for 
advancement of learning. 


MADRA has now kicked into high gear 
on our first membership drive. We are a wide- 
based club with membership drawn from the 
nearby four-state area. Many of our members 
are also members of their local clubs. We hope 


to offer them a chance to expand the fellow- - 


ship of Ham Radio to include their nearby 
states. Contact Sam, N3MPE, Membership 
Chairman via packet: N3MPE @ 
KD30.MD.USA.NA or use the Voice or Com- 
puter BBS contact info in the club masthead, 
above, if you’d like to join in our activities. 
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are now online and you can access the monthly 
MADRA Report in the Club Files area. There 
is also a WAS computerized map: color in each 
state as you confirm your contacts. New file 
areas are being added: (1) MAC Ham programs, 
(2) Games, (3) DX-Contest, (4) OSCAR/SAREX 
and (5) Ham Radio Trading Post. 


MADRA is having good success with the 
monthly VE being held at St Paul’s United Meth- 
odist Church, 51 South Main St., Smithsburn 
MD. We are in process of submitting our 1995 
schedule for publication in AutoCall, but in 
February and March, keep the following dates 
in mind: Saturdays 2/18/95 and 3/18/95. Please 
pre-register by contacting Box 112 on our Voice 
BBS and remember that the usual ARRL VEC 
conditions apply: Exam Fee is $5.90 and your 
current license, copy of CSCEs, completed FCC 
Form 610 and a pre-registration form are 
needed. Don’t forget a picture ID, too. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 


Chapter X 


aa Society —= 


of W, l ‘eel, 255 Pioneers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703-536-9537 
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Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club — : . 


eetings: Second Thursday of each imonth, : 

| 7:30 p.m.(except December) Mt.Vernon 
| Governmental Center 2511 Parker’ s Latte, 
_ Alexandria,VA 22308 : 

t Repeater: WD4PDP 146.055 input/ 146. 655 


output 


U Nets: Every Tuesday at 9: 00 p.m. Starts on2 


: Ly ¥ Mailing Address: Mt. Vernon Amateur Ra- 


di dio Club(MVARC) c/o Joe Salemi KR4CZ, 

¥ RO.Box 7234 Alexandria, VA 22307 | 

Le Information: John KI4HK,(703)780- 2882 Or 
— Sulie KD4WSZ (703)799- 9466 


The annual MVARC Christmas Party was a suc- 
cess. Thanks to the efforts of Mary Morris and 
John forrest who organized the party. Enter- 
tainment was provided by local talent, The 
Splatters. The Splatters consist of the 

musical talents of Lynn, AC4SM, Frank, 
AA4ZS, Glen, KR4AT, Luis, KC4NUE, Joe, 
KR4CZ and Steve: WB4EEA. 


Thanks to all who were able to help out with 
the Chili Softball event at Lee District Park. 


February 1995 Special Events 
Announcement: 


Mount Vernon, Virginia: The Mount Vernon 
Amateur Radio Club will operate special events 
station N4BV from 1600Z - 2000Z February 
18th and 19th to commemorate George 
Wahington’s 263 birthday. Station will be lo- 
cated on Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate. 
Frequencies: 

The lower General 80M-15M phone and cw 
subbands, novice 10M phone subband and 2M 
packet @ WA3TAI.MD.USA.NOAM. For a 
handsome commemorative certificate, send 
QSL and 9 X 12 SASE to: 

MVARC, PO. Box 7234, Alexandria, VA 22307 
For further info. contact Dan, N4YKD at 
(703)354-1677 
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Contest Information: Dan, 
(703)354-1677 


N4YKD @ 


Packet: MVARC maildrop KD4LST-1 on 
145.650 or KD4LST @ WA3TAI 


Testing Sessions: Second Saturday of each 
month, 9:00 a.m. at Robert E. Lee Recreation 
Center in Lee District Park 6601 Telegraph Rd., 
Alexandria VA 22310 No charge, walk ins are 
welcomed. Call Frank, N4GUS at (703)455- 
1510 for information or if you are interested 
in becoming a VE or helping out at the exams. 
You don’t have to bea VE to help. The Decem- 
ber testing session had a record turn out of over 
40 people who took one or more elements. 
Wow, that makes for a busy day! 


Class information: John Forrest (703)971-3905 
Club attire is available: Contact Steve, 
WB4EEA at the meeting or by phone at 
(703)780-7248 


Take care and 73, Chris / KD4LST 


TEST EQUIPMENT 
SELL 


USED NEW 
RAYMA ELECTRONICS 
311 Laurel Avenue 
Laruel, MD 20707 
1-800- 447-2962 301-206-3333 
-FAX 301-490-6141 
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T-MARC | 
The Middle Atlantic FM And Repeater 
Council, Inc. oS 


¥ Meetings: Frequeiiey coordinanng commit. 
tee normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room 
of the Prince ‘George’ S County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 146.76 or 147. a simplex when close- 


in. 
1022 for all correspondence. __ 


A final reminder about the up-coming An- 
nual Meeting and election on February Sth (with 
a rain-date of Feb. 12th) at the Lee Center, 1108 
Jefferson Street, in Old Town Alexandria, Va., 


starting at 2 PM. We hope all repeaters will be 


represented, whether you are a member of T- 
MARC or not, since virtually all of T-MARC’s 
activities affect all repeaters in one way or an- 
other. 


Following up on last month’s discussion of 
coded access on repeater inputs as a way to mini- 
mize interference and/or distant “nuisance” sig- 
nals, it should be pointed that the use of coded 
access in most cases is not intended as a means to 
“close” a repeater, or limit its use to a specific 
group. Most repeaters in our area are “open” re- 
peaters, where all Amateurs are welcome. If the 
access code is published in any of the repeater 
directories, this usually means the repeater is open 
and you are all invited to use it. Some repeaters 
only turn the access code on at certain times, such 
as a night (so the control operator can monitor 
without being awakened needlessly), or when 
some noise or interference problem pops up. So 
don’t be afraid of, or avoid, repeaters that use 
coded access. 


Here’s the next question in our series about 
frequency coordination: “Who benefits from fre- 
quency coordination?” 


Ina nutshell, everyone does. Sponsors of ex- 
isting coordinated repeaters are assured that the 


coordinator will attempt to protect their repeat- 
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ers and users from interference caused by new 
repeaters. Likewise, sponsors of proposed new. 
repeaters will get knowledgeable assistance from” 


the coordinator when selecting frequencies for 
their new machines, so that they and their users 


can feel confident that their new operation will 


not adversely affect any existing repeaters, and 
they should experience little interference on their 
new machines. Finally, the users of coordinated 


repeaters can feel comfortable that their opera-_ 


tion will probably not create any problems for 


the neighboring repeaters to the one they are us- 


ing. 


Recent coordination actions include coordi- 
nation of a proposed new 145.390 repeater on 
Big Savage Mountain in western Maryland to 
KK3 L. Several notices for proposed new coordi- 
nations were received from SERA (the coordina- 
tor for southern Virginia and West Virginia). 
These notices were reviewed and all appear to be 
compatible with our area. By the way, this is a 
good opportinuty to tell you that T-MARC auto- 
matically sends a notice to any appropriate adja- 
cent-area frequency coordinator when a proposed 
new repeater in our area might affect repeaters 
outside of the T-MARC coordination area. This 
gives our neighboring coordinators an opportu- 
nity to do their job on behalf of their constitu- 
ents. 


The next “rule of thumb” tells how to easily 
determine the repeater offset for 440 MHz re- 


peaters. All 440 repeater inputs and outputs fall 


between 440.0 and 450.0 MHz, and all coordi- 
nated 440 repeaters use a 5.00 MHz offset. So 
the simple way to tell whether the offset is + or - 
is to take the repeater output frequency and add 
(+) or subtract (-) 5.00 MHz from it. Whichever 
result falls between 440 and 450 tells you the 


correct offset. The wrong offset will cause you to ~ 


transmit below 440 MHz or above 450 MHz 
(outside the Amateur band!). ; 


Well, that’s it for this month. Let us know if — 


there is something T-MARC can do to help you. 


See you at the Annual Meeting. 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 
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. Maryland pa aicy Phone a ee 


_ NF3X (Alternate) 

‘% a reager: K3ORW; Secretary: WASYLO; 
_ Treasurer: KC3ZJ 

~ FAR Represeriaives: KC3Z], WA3FYZ 


Just to jog your memory, I will tell you that 
I am writing this on December 28; I’m just back 


from the golf course, and I think we enjoyed | 


_ weather in the low sixties today! How is it out 
there now??? I also hope everyone had a very 
happy holiday season, both on and off the air. 


On tonight’s net, KZ3ORW/Jim titillated us 
with the announcement to watch for bigger and 
better things in the new year. Not to be out- 
done, W3YVQ/AI made the same statement, 
arich I assume is in the ARES/RACES vein. I’m 
looking forward to what these gentlemen have 
to offer. 


Dues are officially due. New-timers are 
urged to send in $7.00, and re-uppers are urged 
to remit $5.00. You should send this to KC3ZJ/ 
Rino, the net treasurer. He’s good in any 
Eallboele since Pegasus was a horse, but just in 
case: Rino De Masso; 5019 Ciehine Drive; 
Kensington, MD 20895. 


Propagation is getting funny, as it does this 
time every year. Several nights ago the Net 
Control Station was having trouble copying MD 
stations, as we were having trouble with the 
NCS. Along comes a station in Kansas who 
relayed some traffic liaison for us! The next 
night it was perfectly clear, and the next night 
we could hardly hear each other around the 
KP4’s that were booming through. If propaga- 
tion is your thing, 75 is the place to be! 


Finally, I will do my masochistic thing and 
invite everyone who actually read this column 
_ to send me a short hamgram. Some suggested 
text: ARL FORTY SIX; ARL FIFTY THREE 


February 1995 


i Meetings: Nightly, 1800. Lock +3920 KHz 
Directors: WA1QAA, ee K3ONU, 
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AUTOCALL COLUMN; ARL SIXTY 1995. To 
our recent new members I send ARL SIXTY 
NINE MEPN. And to our MDD reps: 
dadadididit didididadah! 


Hope to see each of you ON THE AIR! 


73, PUD/W3DQI 


National Capitol DX Association 


t i Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Oct and Dec at a 
_ Member’s home. Contact the Secretary (Rick 
_ Murphy, WAISPT) for details. 
¥ On-The-Air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on 
_ the 147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
¥ Information: Rick Murphy-WA1SPT (703) 
280-2637, Leo Boberschmidt-KA3TGY (301) 
946-3738 or Brian Bayus-NIKCE (703) 264- 
1180 or N1KCE on the Local DX Cluster or 
_ NIKCE @ KF4TE. VA. USA.NA. 


The World Radiosport Team Champion- 
ship is coming to the Washington/Baltimore area 
in July 1995. The Chairman of the Site Com- 
mittee, Bill Leavitt-W3AZ is looking for 50 sta- 
tions within a 50 mile radius of downtown 
Washington, D.C. to volunteer their facilities 
from which the teams of two world-class op- 
erators can compete. The volunteer host sta- 
tions need only provide an antenna system and 
space. The teams will bring their own rigs and 
ancillary equipment. If you want to volunteer 
your station for a few days (and we hope you 
will) please contact me or Bill Leavitt, directly, 
at 301-2925797 for more information and a 
Host Station application. 


John Kanode-N4MM reports that final 
action on Vanity Callsigns appears to be com- 


ing soon. He will be keeping all of us apprised 
as to developments, as they happen. 


Continued on next page 


Page 41 


: ae Amateur Radio 


¥ i Mes 2. 30. pm, ead 
month except July, Augus 
Shadow Lawn Recreation Cen 
VA. Next meeting, Februar 
_ Fauquier’s E911 communicat 
¥ Breakfast: Last Saturday of th 
_ Boy (next to > Hojo s) Warren 

boners & @ & Soom 

r Net: Every Wednesday 9: | 
Mz i 


rect connect to. FBBS9 Bi i 
“145 090Mi 


¥ Repeater: NZANIR 147. 1 
MHz) 

f Newsletter: Aoroid, Monthly. a com 
tary issue Is usually available fr 
Radio Shack.) 

+ Information: Don, wry, 347 57 


Fauquier Amateur Radio Association mem- 
bers, spouses, children and parents enjoyed a 
great party at the Marshall United Methodist 
Church on Saturday December 10. About 40 
people had a wonderful feast of turkey, ham, 
and all kinds of fixings and other foods. We 
have a very talented group of cooks. Larry, 
K4LLQ, began with a blessing and we all en- 
joyed a most bountiful feast. Duffy Hearrell, 
KD6RNE, was the chief organizer. George 
Murphy, WD4KOJ, secured the use of the fa- 
cility and his wife, Bonnie, WD4GOW, helped 
with the organization. 


We were pleased to have the company of 
Reverend Levi, the Pastor, and his family 
participate in the festivities with us all. The 
hall was perfectly decorated and the Christ- 
mas tree helped set an attractive scene. we were 
especially pleased to see all the families on this 
one occasion in the year when we can relax in a 
comfortable locale with everyone. Door prizes, 
thanks to the donors, were raffled off and 
picked from Frank Ross’s hat by lovely little 
young ladies. Winners included the Armstrongs, 
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the Mills, the Murphys, the Harpers and the 


Courtneys. 


Yes, we see many of the family members — 


on Field Day but usually we’re distracted by 
the ham goings on. At the annual party, though, 
things are different and we can talk at length. 


Obviously everyone had a wonderful time and — 
the kids were everywhere enjoying themselves. — 


Don, WY2V and the club’s new officers 


took the helm Jan 1. The first meeting of the — 


year was scheduled to be a presentation by 
Fauquier’s Red Cross organizer. 


See you at the next meeting February 14, 
which will be a joint ARES/FARA visit to 
Fauquier’s new ‘Emergency 911 communica- 
tions center. 


Neil, AB4YK 


NCDXA - Continued from page 41 


Remember to check in to the NCDXA 
Meeting on the Air every Sunday evening at 


8:30 PM local time on the 147.000 (-) repeater. — 


All are welcome to join Leo Boberschmidt for 
the latest information on DX. 


The next NCDXA meeting will be held on ; 
Saturday, February 25, 1995 at the home of 


4 


Dave Hammond-WC4B at 3322 Saddlestone — 


Ct. in Oakton, Virginia. Starting time and de- 
tailed directions will be posted on the DX Packet — 
Cluster and published in the meeting notice to 
be sent to NCDXA Members. All are welcome 


| 


and if you are not a Member and would like to — 
attend, please contact me, Rick or Leo for in- 


formation. 


73 and Good DX 
Brian Bayus, N1KCE, President 


4 


‘ va. 
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Maryland Ap ple Dumpli 
Radio Amateur Society, 


145.45 MHz He 


t F Renee: 444. 100/489 
: 144.85 MHz | 


pee 20902 
¥ Information: Hani 


| 6 112; Jean Blacik - NB) LC (2 y1 ) 98 


George Thevenet - KD4DGQ and Dan 
Gropper - KC40CG, from SKYWARN, gave an 
excellent presentaton to our group on the ac- 
tivities of their organization. Both were excel- 
lent speakers and worked well as a team. Thank 
you both for taking the time to inform us of 
the workings of SKYWARN. 


The MADRAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
DINNER was held at the Excaliber Restaurant 
in Rockville, Maryland on December 29th at 
7:30 P.M. The dinner was delightful and we all 
had a good time eating, drinking and chatting. 
(Not necessarily in that order) 


MADRAS has been given the opportunity 
to use the station at VOA (Voice of America) 
for our Presidential Weekend Special Event on 
February 18th and 19th. we will start operat- 
ing at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday the 18th and con- 
tinue until 7:00 PM. on Sunday the 19th. 


Two interesting guest speakers will be com- 
ing to our meetings in February. On the 9th we 
will have Bill Howard - WB3V, who is the ARRL 
MDC Section Manager. He will talk on ARRL 
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and MDC section activities. Then on February 
23rd we welcome Tony Young - WA3YLO, who 
is the ARRL, Affiliated Clubs coordinator and 
he will discuss the clubs ard the club activities 
in the MDC section. We look forward to see- 
ing as many of you as possible at the meetings. 


Happy Valentine’s Day 
73’s ... Jean - N3PLC 


HAUAL PRINT - USL SPECIALIST 


STOCK & CUSTOM QSL CARDS 


24 Hour Service 
OMIK Logos =Send SASE for Samples 


Telephone 301 773-9383 or 773-5074 


1520 Jutewood Ave. Hyattsville, Md. 20785 


Romano & Mitchell 


CHARTERED 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS / MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


= 


JOHN T. NUTTMANN, CPA 


7910 WOODMONT AVENUE 
SUITE 1110 
BETHESDA, MD 20814 
TEL (301) 652-5040 
FAX (301 907-8210 


SEND YOUR SHACK SALE LISTINGS TO: 


AUTO-CALL MAGAZINE 
8008 Shadow Oak Lane 
Pasadena, MD 21122 
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_ jane e Arundel Radio Club oe 


Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 


i On The Air: 2030 Thursdays. when dee: is 
no club. meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays 
at 2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays 
at 2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake 
- Weather 8 ‘Traffic. Net on 147.705/105 at 
1100 and 1500 every weekend day and pub- 
lic holiday from April 1 to November 15. 
_MSN (Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 


1930 0n 3.7170 Mhz. 


¥ Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonvlle MD 
| packet performed for the passersby. Approxi- 


21035 


T information: here (Holly) Bevan, 410- 


923-0229 — : 


At the November 17th program meet- 
ing Club Member Rich Boyd/KE3Q and Mike 
Cizek/KO7V of the PVRC (Potomac Valley 
Radio Club) informed attendees of the World 
Radio Team Championship which will be held 
in the D.C. area on July 8th and 9th of 1995. 
They showed a videotape of the event when it 
was held in Seattle. The goal is to be the team 
making the most contacts in a 24-hour period. 
The sponsors hope to acquire up to 50 stations 
with similar antennas to host the international 
teams which will be coming from around the 
world. Anyone who has a 40-60 ft. (or higher) 
tri-bander and a dipole for 80 and 40 meters 
may apply to become a host station for the 
event. Contact Rich or Mike for more infor- 
mation on submitting an application. 


The following slate of officers and di- 
rectors was elected at the December 1st meet- 
ing to serve AARC during 1995: President Ri- 
chard (Dick) McKelvie/KE3HQ, Vice-Presi- 
dent-Margaret (Holly) Bevan/N3BMB, Secre- 
tary-Barbara White/N30BU, Treasurer-Bob 
Baltz/N3 MNT and Directors-Bob Israel/WC3I, 
Lew Hendrixson/N3IJK and Charles Johnson/ 
N3HFO. 
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- The annual Club Family Christmas Party 


_ was held on December 15th in Ford Hall on 


£ Meenas: 3 PM Ast and 3rd Thursdays 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off ae 


the DFRC grounds and was a howling success, 
as usual. Coordinators Randy/N3MNX and 
Will/N3 MNW DekKroney, along with their able 
helpers, did a great job. Close to 100 persons 
(including 15 children) enjoyed good food, 
great camaraderie and a visit from Santa who 
called each child by name to come up and re- 
ceive a gift. Gift-bearing adults were able to 
choose a gift from under the tree. 


AARC once again became an attraction 
at First Night Annapolis. Inside a picture win- 
dow on Main Street Tony Young/WA3YLO at 
the HF station and Bob Baltz/N3MNT on 


mately 180 messages (about 75 % packet and 
25% HF) were sent out across the country, They 
had a team of about seven able assistants to en- 
tice message senders and to put up antennas. 
An 80 meter inverted-V dipole was held up 
above the center roof by a pole and draped over 
both ends of the 60-foot building. A 2 -meter 
antenna was much simpler. The set-up worked 
very well. 


At the clubhouse on December 10th 
Robert Israel/WC3I, Charlie Tiemeyer/ 
W3RMD and Jeff Smith/N30KY gave 43 tests 
to 17 persons. Nineteen tests were passed with 
10 upgrades. other members of the ~ 


team were: Dick McKelvie/KE3HQ, Herb 
Elkin/KA3FDO, Oscar Ramsey/NV3G, Robert 
Kammer/N3POX, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3 VRZ and 
Holly Bevan/N3BMB. The next testing session 
at the Clubhouse will be on January 14th. 


James Massey/N30HM has upgraded 
to Extra. Bruce Strackbein (formerly N3TJW) 
now answers to KE3PT and Nick Shearin has 
received his first call: N3TXY. 


February 1995 


Since this is the first Metrovision article 
for 1995; we want to take the opportunity to 
wish all of our members and friends a very 
happy and prosperous new year. 


The first Metrovision ATV Club meeting 
for 1995 will be held at the QTH of WB3EPX 
- Dick sometime in early March. The details 
have not been worked out as yet, but I will get 
together with the club president KA4CKI - Jim 
to set a time and date for the meeting. As soon 
as that occurs, we will inform everyone prob- 
ably with a mailing and in the March Auto Call 
article. 


I would like to appeal to our members and 
friends to provide me with some material for 
these Auto Call articles. Any material received 
by me will certainly be used in one form or an- 
other. 


The photos accompanying this article were 
taken at the Metrovision Summer picnic which 
was held at the QTH of KA4CKI - Jim. 


See you on ATV. 
73 Dick 
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Green Mountain ae Associanon 


of each Month 


K3GXE - 146.88 (Greenbelt) _ 
| * Luncheon: First Saturday of each Mon 


Center Mall, U.S. Rt. 1 (Baltimore A Ave 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 A. 


MD 20737. 


434-0934 


GMRA has it’s regular monthly luncheon 
and members social meeting at Shoney’s in the 
Laurel Lakes Mall area on Baltimore Ave. Rt.1. 
This was held the 2nd. Saturday, December 10, 


1994 due to reservation circumstances. 


There were approximately 33 members 
attending including family and friends. One of 
those attending was the unheralded Father of 
the green Mountain Repeater Assn. non other 
than our own Murry Green - K3BEQ. Thanks 
to Murry for his ingenuity and the forethought 
or possibly their wouldn’t be a GMRA today. 


Joe Nuemaker - KD3VR, President, 
summed up some of the conditions and status 
of the repeaters for 1994 and what to possibly 
expect in 1995. Paul Freirich - W3HFA, 1st. 
VP. gave quite a detailed account of some of 
the repair and maintenance work done in 1994 
at both repeater sites. C.T. David - K3GXF, 
Secretary gave an uplifting report, John Will- 
iams - NSSJR, 2nd V.P. spoke on editing mail- 
ing to members through better Zip Code rout- 
ing. Boyd Nelson - KZ3Z, Treasurer, handed 
out new membership roster sheets and also a 
complete financial report for 1994. 


Here’s wishing everyone a healthy and 
happy 1995 from Ken Easton, N3HLY 
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r Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Mon y|| 
¥ Repeaters: KDIVR - 146. G Chever y) 


Nat t ¥ Mating 4109 Kennedy i 
the Fountain Cafe in the Laurel Shopping || : 2 
o 


¥ Mailing: GMRA, fo. Box 429 Riverdale,] : 


¥ Information: Boyd N Nelson - KZ3Z cn) 


| Alito: Call 


¥ Club Stion: GB CEZ 


20781 : 
¥ Information: Frank Holt 


(301) 927-1245 


PGWA transformed it’s December 6, 1994 
meeting into a Christmas social which turned 
out very well and enjoyed by all. There were 
lot’s of goodies to eat, especially, the cup cakes 
that Frank - WA3ZMW bakes himself each year 
from ‘his special country recipe book. 


We did have a brief meeting in the way of 
announcements and the reading of incoming 
correspondence. There was, also, a general 
agreement among members to hold Packet Ra- 
dio instructions and demonstrations the third 
Tuesday of each Month. Instructions will be 
given by Dave Black - WB3KXL. 


Frank - WA3ZMW brought his T.V. and 
VCR combination to the party and played two 
very entertaining tapes that he acquired from 
Kitt’s piano and organ music store. Frank is an 
avis organist and he plays quite well. He has 7 
organs in his home. His favorite is a Technic 
GN3 which is electronic and he also has two 
old time pump organs. The tapes were new 
video tapes of two renowned organists ant the 
music was great including Christmas Songs. 


Gifts were exchanged by numbers drawn 
from a hat and they were mostly radio or elec- 
tronic goodies from the members: old collec- 
tion box. PGWA is looking forward to a happy 
and healthy 1995 and we also wish this to ev- 


eryone in the Ham Radio perineal! and see 


yond. 


73’s from Ken Easton, N3HLY 
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BBSs, and all AMSAT nets including our local 


| two-meter FM repeater net. 


NEXT SAREX. The next mission to carry 


_ | SAREX will be STS-67 in early March with 


16.8 5 suburban Maryland’s astronaut Ron Parise, 
) ex-| WA4SIR, on board the Endeavour. Ron’s fel- 
_ | low payload specialist is Sam Durance, N3TQA, 


_ Amsat is a non-profit, scientific and edu- 
cational organization incorporated in Washing- 
ton, D.C. uth headquarters in Silver Spring, 
Maryland. Everyone ts welcome to join AMSAT 
and to become actively involved in the support 
and operation of the amateur space program. If 
you would like additional information then you 
may write to: AMSAT Headquarters, PO Box 
27, Washington, D.C. 20044. Or you may tele- 
phone headquarters at (301) 589-6062. 


RS-15 ON ORBIT. The newest amateur 
satellite is available to use! RS-15 was launched 
on December 26 at 0300 UTC. RS-15 became 
available to amateurs within hours of the launch. 
Amateurs transmit two-meters ssb or cw up to 
the satellite and receive down from it on ten- 
meters. 


The first contact through the new satellite 
reported in our local area was by Stan Iarosis, 
N2US, of Bowie, Maryland. Stan discovered RS- 
15 about twelve hours after the launch when, 
actually, he was looking for RS-10. The RS-15 
beacon is at 29.352.5 kHz, just a few kilohertz 
lower than the RS-10 beacon. 


During the first week, amateurs pooled 
their observed AOS and LOS times in order to 
develop a working orbital element set. Thus, 
predicting the RS-15 appearances became a 
snap. This is indeed a unique satellite and should = 
prove to have lots of good DX and other fun as 
well. You may get updates on the newborn sat- 
ellite via amsat-bb on the Internet, packet radio ® 
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| from suburban Baltimore! Watch for operating 


ines in packet radio bulletins and AMSAT net 


} announcements coming soon. 


LOCAL AMSAT MEETING. The next lo- 
cal AMSAT meeting is tentatively set for Sun- 
day afternoon, March 19, 1995 in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 


SUNDAY EVENING NET. The number 
of check-ins to the local AMSAT information 
VHF net has been quite humble since last sum- 
mer. Each club that participates in the Founda- 
tion For Amateur Radio is welcome to note this 
public service and opportunity for self-training 
in their newsletter each month under “local nets 
of interest”. New check-ins have commented 
how they “stumbled” across our net. They’ve 
expressed appreciation and wonder why itis 
kept “secret”. It’s no secret! We are here to guide 
and help! 


Mark it on your calendar: Sundays at 9 
p.m. on 146.835 MHz FM Greenbelt, MD. We 
don’t want to miss you! 


73, Pat WD8LAQ 
BEEBE RBBB R RBBB RB BRR RRRBRRBRERRERREES 
3 ATTENTION QRP'ERS : 
a a 


Anyone interested in joining a QRP club ins 
= Northern Virginia? We meet once a month at as 
stavern, require no dues, concentrate mainly on® 
=QRP but are into all aspects of Ham Radio. : 
=Have many events planned for next year in-s 
=cluding a QRP backpacking trip in the moun-s 
stains, Field day, CQWW, Etc. z 
"Call Doug Bankston, KB8IDW at home (703) 
"720- 4328 or SASE to 105 St. georges Dr., . 
wStafford, VA 22554 é : 
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PM, 146.79, 


19/146. 79, 
0, 224. 10 Xlink, 
/444.75, 1272.1) 


- 146.31/146.91 
-222.74/224. 34, 


Herlich, KD4GSU 


PO. Box 486, 

| kinds of amateur related topics. This year we 
" had 47 people in attendance with all organiza- 
tions represented. Business as usual was kept 
to a minimum with the principal objective of 
enhancing the fellowship. 


Your association is looking for volunteers 
to man the NVFMA table at the Vienna 
Winterfest. An hour or two would be greatly 
appreciated. Contact KB4CVL or any member 
of the board if you care to help. 


Tech-Tip: Often misunderstood, the dif- 
ference between a “diplexer” and a “duplexer”, 
is the following: 


Diplexer: A multicoupler device for per- 
mitting the simultaneous use of several trans- 
mitters or several receivers in connection with 
a common element such as an antenna system; 
the diplexer DOES NOT permit simultaneous 
transmit and receive. 


Duplexer: A device that does permit the 
simultaneous use of a transmitter and receiver 
in connection with a common element such as 
an antenna system. 

73’s, Ann, KD4GSU 


ESS. Association 


AC oe as 5 canoanced 
9AM on 146, 790 
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: 
In keeping with our long standing tradi- — 


tion of holding a joint luncheon with other 
QCWA Chapters in the greater Washington area 


and Chapter:10 of the Society of Wireless Pio- 
_ | neers a most enjoyable luncheon was held on 
December 17 at the Ramada Inn in Tyson’ s 


Corner. 


This affair has become a most looked for- 


ward to event as it affords a large number of — 


Amateurs from this area a great opportunity to 
renew their friendship and get caught up on all 


A drawing to determine the winners of a 
large number of floor prizes was held and thanks 
to EEB and HRO who were very generous this 
year with their contributions and other dona- 
tions from members, the number of winners 
came close to including all in attendance. Our 
usual 50/50 drawing was‘ well supported this 
year with the Winner getting a tidy bit of change. 


Our President Jim Wilcox (K4JAP) pre- 
sided at the podium and his clever wit was at 
its best this year as he introduced a number of 
people and conducted the very brief business 
portion. I think Jim was one of the few to miss 
out on the floor prizes. Jim was assisted by Jack 
Kelleher (W4ZC) who gave a very brief account 


4 


of the 29-30.September QCWA Board meeting — 


and a health report on several members includ- 
ing the National President Lew McCoy 


| (W1ICP) who has just recently had a quintuple 


bypass surgery. His recovery appears to be good 


| and we all wish him a quick recovery. 


When we adjourned it was with the best 
of intentions to make next year just as good if 


, | not better. 


73' Lew (W4SWP) 
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Widow’s Assistance Program 


The Foundation’s Widow’s Assistance Program has been in operation for many years and 
has accomplished a great deal for the families of our Silent Keys. The program offers to help 
widows (and other family members) evaluate and dispose of radio equipment in an Ge 5 
estate. Listings of Estate Sales are carried in the Shack Sales of Auto-Call magazine free of 
charge, and major items may be offered for sale at local hamfests, etc. No fee or commission 
is charged the families. 


One other option that should be considered is donating equipment to a club taking a tax 
write-off for the charitable contribution. The Widow’s Assistance Program can help you find 
a club that will make good use of the equipment. Some commercial operations are also will- 
ing to purchase the complete list of equipment and clear everything out at once.. This may be 
the quickest solution in disposing of an estate. 


Every ham is encouraged to maintain a list of his/her radio equipment, with realistic 
evaluations, and instructions on the disposition of any specific items you would like to have 


go to a special person or organization. Keep your family advised of your wishes. 


For more information about the Widow’s Assistance Program contact any local Founda- 


tion member club or call (301) 262-1917. 


The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 


PL258 


 - => Gl 


TEE ADAI ahi cata ER 
UG-21EU UG-2748/0 


PLUG 


MAKE THE CONNECTION 


UG-296/U $0239 


par 


a | 000 
G2 


MAYETIC 


TEE ADAPTER BULKHEAD ADAPTER 
uG-107 00 uG-4920/0 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 
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G~G ELECTRONICS 


OF MARYLAND 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


(S28 301-258-7373 
Je Wintexs_ 


5¢) 


C/A2ATANC=S 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1995 
10 AM To 5 PM 


SNOW DATE: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH 


SPECIALS: 

SOOW DUMMY LOADS, 50 OHM, DC To 1 GHz 
REG $125, SPECIAL $79.95 

POWER SUPPLIES, NOMINAL 12V @ 1.5A 
REG $14.95, SPECIAL $7.95 

ALL PANEL METERS: $1.00 EACH 

TRANSFORMERS & CHOKES: $.50/POUND 

ONE OF A KIND ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO 
MENTION, ALL AT REDUCED PRICES 


LIMITED QUANTITIES - COME EARLY 


WE’RE BUYING, Too! 


BRING YOUR GOOD USED HAM GEAR AND 
TEST EQUIPMENT FOR INSTANT PURCHASE. 


MONDAY & TUESDAY 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY 11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 


AND BY APPOINTMENT 
VISA and MasterCard Accepted Ce 
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VIENNA WIRELESS SOCIETY 


: 19th and ARRL SANCTIONED | 


a‘ He eas cr: 
NN INILKICOL 


pm, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 261h, 1995 


iz. 
See 


: *TROSTE TE CE ODE CETOSTAN FIRST COME. aa 


INDOOR AREA OPEN 7:30 


ADMISSION $5: XYL FREE 
TAILGATE SPACE $10 INCL 
DXCC FIELD CHECKS Deer a 


PRIZE DRAWINGS HOURLY 
9 AM- 3PM AD Gy 


ANS SY 
sa) Sane ei 4 
Ineo: Jorge _K04GDQ (703) 729 4711 Vin ae 7 


are Stee 
é7 


BALTO 


VIENNA 
COMMUNITY 
_ CENTER 


PARKING REGULATIONS ENFORCED 


LIMITED #%& PARKING 
PARK FREE AT VIENNA METRO 


FREE oe TO/FROM WINTERFEST 
7:30 AM —- 2:30 PM 


ay 


© 


FREDRICKS BRIRG VA, 


: cae 

: NG south 

NOTE // - pAY BEFORE: 

VEC exams /same place ne 3ien /146 lout 
r~ . : In . 7) OU 

SATURDAY , 291h 2AM KAUTA/R 146.085 in/ 146.685 


Shack Sales. 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equipment is available to subscribers 
of AUTO-CALL at a rate of 3 cents per word - with a $1.00 minimum. Commercial vendors 
and non-subscribers rate is 17 cents per word - with a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special head- 
ings or special spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads will be charged at the 


column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club will be published without cost. 


Full name and address must be provided with each ad but need not be published. No ads 
will be accepted over the telephone and all ads must be pre-paid. Ads that will be running for 
longer than 1 month must be accompanied by a letter stating the length that the ad is to be 
run. Since no effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can be applied. 

ALL ADVERTISING & SHACK SALES - COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL | 
SHOULD BE SENT TO: 
Doug Allen, Auto-Call Editor 
8008 Shadow Oak Lane 
Pasadena, MD 21122 
(410) 437-6258 
Copy MUST be received by the Sth of the month prior to the month of publication. 


6 SSS SS Te a IS aE aS a a a Se Sa a aS aS 


CUSTOMER COMPLIMENT: To HAM 
RADIO OUTLET of New Castle, Delaware, for 
being knowledgeable folks who do business 
“THE OLD FASHIONED WAY” - Unsolicited, 
George W. Hallgren (410) 515-1824 


FOR SALE: HEATHKIT HW-9 Complete Five 
Unit QRP Transceiver & Manuals. This includes 
Transceiver, Power Supply, QRP Wattmeter, 
Antenna Tuner & Loud Speaker. Contact: Ray 
Zettler, W3GY, USSAH 766 Scott 6014, 3700 
North Capitol St. NW, Washington, D:C. 20317 
(202) 882-4079 


FOR SALE: National NC 125 Receiver, needs 
some work: $50.00 

Hallicrafters S-85 Receiver, works, needs some 
TLC: $65.00 

Hammarlund SP-600 receiver, good condx, 
needs some TLC: $150.00 

Call Jim (AA3DN) between 6 AM and 8 PM at 
(301) 530-21990 (Bethesda) 
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FOR SALE: Tektronix 564B storage scope, with 
3A72 Dual trace amp, 3A9 Differential amp, 
and Tektronix scopemobile, all in Excellent 
condition: $160.00 Call Jim (AA3DN) between 
6 AM and 8 PMat (301) 530-21990 (Bethesda) 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TS-830S, All bands 
including WARC. Solid State with built-in 
power supply, manual and MC-50 microphone, 
includes special IF filter and CW filter. Just back 
from Kenwood $675.00 Contact Harry 
Kaklikian, W4ACN, 4941 Andrea Ave. 
Annandale, VA 22003 (703) 978-4402 


FOR SALE: Collins 30L-1 Amplifier. This amp 
has new filters, diodes, and tubes. With manu- 
als $550.00 Contact Harry Kaklikian, W4ACN, 
4941 Andrea Ave. Annandale, VA 22003 (703) 
978-4402 


Your SHACK SALE Items Could Be Listed 
Here For Just A Few Cents! 
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FOR SALE: Index Labs, QRP PLUS 160-10 
Meter HF Transceiver. SSB/CW operation. 
SCAF filter, Digital display, Full break-in CW 
keying, Synthesized and will operate split fre- 
quency. Mint Condition. Will ship in CONUS 
$595.00 Contact: Bill W4NFR, Warrenton, VA 
(703) 347-7262 after 5 PM. 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TS-700A, 2 Meter 
All Mode Base Transceiver, with Shure hand 
microphone, Good Condition, w/owners 
manual $300.00 obo, ROHN 25G Base Plate, 

- $20. HW-1680 Receiver, works, but needs some 
work, $40. 16 Element 70cm Oscar Twist An- 
tenna, $40. Contact Charlie, N3CHN, Wood- 
bine (410) 442-5849 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD Transceiver TS-520 
with microphone and I.B. Unit is in Very Good 
Condition $315.00 Call Cliff, W3LVC (410) 
796-1070 Elkridge, MD 


FOR SALE: MFJ-95 1 Artificial RF Ground (can 
tune out reactance in long ground runs or tune 
a counterpoise) w/manual for $40. Heathkit 

_ Model G-5 Signal Generator w/manual for $9. 
Heathkit Model HM-11 Reflective/Relative 
Power Meter for $5. Call Ernie Farkas, K3CBW, 
Catonsville, MD (410) 747-1377 


WANTED: Copies of manuals for the follow- 
ing equipment: WilsonT1405 SM 2 meter 
handheld and Wilson T15-NC charger. Stan- 
dard C145BN or SRC-146A 2 meter handheld, 
Standard CMP30 microphone and Standard SR- 
CSA basemaster. Regency HR-2A 2 meter trans- 
ceiver. RCA ACR-136 communications receiver. 
Hallicrafters $S-53A communications receiver. 
Cal Cotner, K4JSI, 1410 Woodside Parkway, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301)585-1172 


WANTED for museum: Apple-1 and other pre- 
1980 microcomputers, also early microcom- 
puter journals, newsletters and advertising lit- 


erature. Call (703)231-6478/763-2321 
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MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
(Copyright 1969) Second Printing 


Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH LABORATORES 
PO. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


RT ELECTRONICS 
RADIOS - SCANNERS - ANTENNAS 
PO. Box 2123 
Warren, Ohio 44484 
DISCOUNT PRICES AT 
RT ELECTRONICS 
10/11 Meter Radios, Antennas, Scanners, 
Power Supplies and More. 
2-Meter Base Antenna - $29.95 


NORM’S ROTOR SERVICE 
Rebuilt Rotors and Parts 
5263 Agro Drive 


Frederick, MD 21701 
(301)874-5885 
Norman Jeweler - K3LYW 


DAVE’S TOWER SERVICE 
In Need of Antenna or Tower Work? | 
Installations, Upgrades & Removal of An- | 
tenna Towers | 

Dave Hixon, N3EJT 
(301)474-7405 


Native Ukrainian wants to be your Tech Rep in 
Ukraine or Eastern Europe. Fluent in four lan- 
guages, BSE degree, highly skilled in IBM/DOS 
hardware/software/networking, LF to UHF 
communications, antenna and transceiver de- 
sign. Training or temporary work in USA to 
learn your products ok. KC1VF/USS WE, 
(703)231-6478, PO Box 2490, Christainsburg, 
VA 24068 
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JWO SERVICES 
Discounts on all! 

ARRRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WS5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 
INSTRUCTORS, order all of your needs from JWO SERVICES 
We take back all unused materials! 

1995 CQ’s Amateur Radio Almanac (List $19.95) Only $18.25 
New! McCoy On Antennas (List $15.95) Only 414.65 
New! Building and Using Baluns and Ununs by Jerry Sevick, W2FMI 
(List $19.95) Only $18.25 
New! Radio Frequency Design with IBM disk, by ARRL (List $30) Only $27.50 
1995 CQ Equipment Buyer’s Guide (List $5.95) Only $5.50 
New! 1995 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $30) 1-9 $27.50, special 10-up prices. 
1995 CALLBOOKS. International or North American, (List $35 each) 
Only $28 each; $54 per pair. Special pricing for larger quantities, 
CD-ROM Callsign dict een issue. QRZ! HAM RADIO Includes US, Canadian, England 
and Italian ham listing, plus hundreds of ham related programs. 

(List $29.95) Special price-latest issue-only $18.00 
Only $0.30 handling per order plus actual shipping cost 
JWO CATALOG Of Savings - FREE! 
9th year of excellent service around the world. 


JWO SERVICES 
12 Hickory Place Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Phone: (717)731-4747 FAX:(717)730-9373 
Worldwide Shipments Mastercard/Visa 


Wen RE LED IWOVEDVES SD Set Re Biati am lsOmn 


Curtis Brown 14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Manager Woodbridge, VA 22191 
WB4KZL (703) 643-1063, 1-800-444-4799 
Service (703) 494-8750 
[aS GER enero 
CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 444-4799 
Woodbridge, VA 
DRAG aaa Beare Te ete) 


All Major Brands In-Stock ery ia 


CALL, WRITE OR STOP BY FOR aay | 


YOUR FREE 82PAGECATALOG 49 &Liuj&s_ | 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liaison and More—Much More! 


= ae oe oe 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


PUAN ieee rene fee de er ye AL Le 
STREET 


CITY PROV./STATE PC/ZIP 


$30 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting 
one-time proof of age, may request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere 
in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify for special rates, write for 


application. 
For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for 
membership. 
t VISA, MC, AMEX, DISCOVER # 
SIGNAL Mew WO Gk haben we Red Ln ee EXDITES 
> The American Radio Relay League 
225 Main St. 
Newington, CT. 06111 USA AUTO-CALL 
Atlantic Division Director Roanoke Division Director 
Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC John Kanode, N4MM 
69803 Rhode Island Avenue Rt.1, Box 73-A 
College Park, MD 20740 Boyce, VA 22620 
. Phone: (301) 927-1797 Phone: (703) 837-1340 
cl men a met we fee ae fem em me een ee eee |e seth coe mm, ns oe med mel pe, ee ee el ee, 


AUTO-CALL Magazine 


P.O. Box 7612 
Falls Church, VA 22040 


Please enter my NEW___ RENEWAL ___ GIFT subscription to Auto-Call 


For 1 Year___ 2 Years____ 
Subscription rate: $8.00 per year. 


(Sample Copy of latest issue $1.00) 


will be applied to subscription 
1 NAME 
ADDRESS 
RN ke STATE ZIP 


CALL 


a Make check payable to the Foundation For Amateur Radio 
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